
 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 1, 2014 
7:00 pm 

 
AGENDA 

1. Call Meeting to Order – Mayor Kroll. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Consent Agenda 

3A. Minutes of the June 3, 2014 City Council meeting. 
3B. Agenda. 
3C. Bills Payable, Receipts and Treasurer’s Report. 
3D. Monthly Animal Report 
3E. Minutes of the June 16-18 Special City Council Meeting. 
3F. Resolution #2014-09, Appointing Election Judges 

4. Sheriff’s Report 
5. Building Inspector’s Report – Steve Hagman. 
6. Open Forum -10 Minute Limit. 
7. Storm Water Issues (Terrace Hills, Annis Acres others) 
8. Sales Tax Joint Powers Agreement 
9. Planning Commission Recommendation 
10. Engineer’s Report 
11. Park Board Recommendations 
12 Council Purview 
13. Clerk's Report 

 13A. League Dues Information 

 13B. Initiative Fund Request 

 13C. Color Copier/Fax 

 13D. Fire Department Issues (Art’s Computer, Promotion Plan) 

 13E. Drug and Alcohol Compliance Agreement   

14. Adjourn. 

 
 
REMINDERS: Planning Commission Meeting, Monday, June 30, 7:00pm 
 City Council/Mayor Filing Period Opens, Tuesday, July 29 
 Joint Cities Meeting, Tuesday, July 29, Sartell 5:30pm 
 Regular City Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 5, 7:00pm 
 Primary Election, Tuesday, August 12, Polling Hours 7am – 8pm 
 City Council/Mayor Filing Period Closes, Tuesday, August 5, 5:00pm 

 



CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 1, 2014 
7:00 pm 

 
Administrative Summary 

 
Consent Agenda – the items, except the animal report which I hope to have Tuesday, are 
included in the packets. 
 
Sheriff’s Report – I hope to get the report on Tuesday. 
 
Building Inspector’s Report – Steve’s report is included in the packets. 
 
Storm Water Issues – the residents of Annis Acres have asked to be placed on the agenda again.  
We jetted the private culvert and the culvert that crosses the under Mr. Allen’s driveway.  The 
employees from Waite Park who did the jetting, suggested that we ask Stearns County to clean 
their ditch from the driveway culvert to their culvert to help with water flow.  I have put that 
request into Stearns County and haven’t heard back.  There has also been a request from 
residents of Terrace Hills to discuss their storm water issues. 
 
Sales Tax Joint Powers Agreement – I have included the proposed Joint Powers Agreement.  
So far St. Cloud, Waite Park and St. Joseph have passed. 
 
Planning Commission Recommendation – I have included the report from Kelsey Johnson of 
WSB, along with the proposed resolution in the packets.  The resolution may need to be 
modified based of the planning commission recommendation.  Staff is recommending denial of 
the request. 
 
Engineer’s Report – John stated he will have some updates on the Safe Routes to School and 
other miscellaneous issues. 
 
Park Board Recommendations – their meeting is Monday evening, I will have any 
recommendations for the updated packet on Tuesday. 
 
Clerk’s Report –  
 League Information – fyi 
 
 Initiative Request -  included in the packets. 



MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 

June 3, 2014 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kroll at 7:00 PM with the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  
PRESENT: Mayor Kroll; Council Members Diehl, Reinert, Schulzetenberg and 

Zenzen; Attorney Couri, Engineer Halter, Lt. Jon Lentz, Fire Chief Art 
Voelker, Building Inspector Hagman and Clerk/Administrator 
McCabe.   

  
OTHERS PRESENT:  Norb Weber, Jason Miller of Smith Schaefer, Steve Hartkopf, Roger 

Handelin, Jon Wolford, Mrs. Wolford and ____ 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   Mr. McCabe indicated the invoice for the street sweeping came via 

fax later this afternoon so he wants to add it to the consent agenda. 
 

  A motion was made to approve the consent agenda items 3A – 
3E, by Mr. Diehl, second by Mr. Zenzen. 

 
  The following items were approved with the consent agenda: 
 
    City Council Minutes, May 6, 2014. 

   Bill Payable, Receipts and Treasurer’s Report dated 
June 3, 2014 and for Checks #16398- #16501. 

    City Council Agenda, June 3, 2014. 
    May Animal Report 
    Parking Lot Sweeping Invoice 
     
SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Lt. Lentz reported 47 hours were contracted in the City and ten adult 

citations were issued.  He reviewed the call types and answered 
questions from the Council. 

 
  A motion was made to approve the April Sheriff’s report as 

presented by Mr. Zenzen, seconded by Ms. Schulzetenberg.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S 
REPORT:  Mr. Hagman was in attendance to present the May Building Report.  

He indicated thirteen permits were issued bringing the total for the 
year to 33 permits, this included one single family permit and that 
was the home that is being moved in.       

 
  A motion was made to approve the building inspector’s report 

as presented by Mr. Zenzen seconded by Mr. Diehl.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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  Mr. Zenzen asked that the drainage on the home being moved in be 
watched closely. 

  
OPEN FORUM:  Roger Handelin was in attendance along with Steve Hartkopf and 

____ to complain about the storm water in Annis Acres.  Mr. 
Handelin stated his basement flooded.  Mr. McCabe stated he met 
with Jon Halter on the site and Mr. Halter suggested the private 
culvert be jetted to help move the water.  Ms. Schulzetenberg stated 
we should have an additional plan besides the jetting in case the 
jetting doesn’t work. 

 
  Norb Weber was in attendance with pictures again to discuss the 

storm water near his property.  Ms. Schulzetenberg wondered if 
there is anything that can be done temporarily.  Mr. Reinert 
suggested we must get the DNR involved.  The item will be in tabled 
until Mr. Halter arrives at the meeting. 

  
    

 
2013 AUDITED 
FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS:  Jason Miller of Smith Schaefer and Associates was in attendance to 

present the audited the financial statements.  Mr. Miller went through 
a power point presentation that highlighted the areas and processes 
of the audit. 

 
  A motion was made to accept the audited financial statements 

on a motion by Ms. Schulzetenberg, seconded by Mr. Reinert.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
PLOW TRUCK 
BOX REPAIR:  Mayor Kroll stated we maybe could look at the truck box but it may 

not be necessary as the box needs to be repaired.  A quote was 
presented. 

 
  A motion was made to make the repairs by Mr. Reinert, 

seconded by Mr. Zenzen.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
ENGINEER’S 
REPORT:  Mr. Halter was briefed on the drainage issue off of Fallow Road and 

on 230th Street.  Mr. Reinert stated the culverts on Fallow Road are 
36” culverts versus the 48” culvert on 230th Street.  Mr. Halter stated 
we would have to work through the DNR to change the culvert 
because it deals directly to the creek or stream.  He explained he 
wasn’t concerned with the slope of the culverts, he doesn’t think 
lowering or adding a culvert would matter.  Mr. Halter was directed to 
again contact a supervisor at the DNR to go over this project. 

 
 Mr. Halter reported there will be a kick off meeting for the Safe 

Routes to Schools project can get started.  He explained the process 
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and red tape that is involved and indicated it would be longer than 
what may have been stated.   Mayor Kroll stated we don’t want to be 
dragging our feet, Mr. Halter answered that we aren’t, these projects 
take time. 

 
 The project design contract was presented in a lump sum fee of 

$13,600. 
 
 A motion was made to approve the contract by Ms. 

Schulzetenberg, seconded by Mr. Zenzen.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 The professional services agreement for the wetland delineation was 

presented at an hourly rate not to exceed $5,900. 
 
 A motion was made to approve the agreement by Ms. 

Schulzetenberg, seconded by Mr. Zenzen.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER  
PURVIEW:  Ms. Schulzetenberg wondered about the audit process.  Mr. McCabe 

stated he was very pleased with the process. 
 

  Mr. Zenzen wondered if we had any further information on the new 
park maintenance shed.  Mr. McCabe stated he worked first on the 
wetland issue. 

  
  Mr. Zenzen reported there were a few things that needed to be re-

stained at Kiffmeyer Park.  He was having difficulty finding deck 
planks for the bridge in Kiffmeyer Park. 

    
  Mr. Zenzen asked Mr. Couri how expensive the Annis Acres ditch 

issue could become.  Mr. Couri stated the most expensive way would 
be to do the ditch without the property owner approval. 

 
  Mayor Kroll reported we were working with some property owners to 

move wood that has been placed in the road right-of-way. 
 

  Mayor Kroll stated the census population estimate is out and our 
population as of July 1, 2013 is 3,484.  Mr. McCabe stated the State 
Demographer estimate as of April 1, 2013 is about 100 less. 

 
 
FIRE CHIEF’S 
REPORT:  Mr. Voelker was in attendance to discuss the future process for 

promoting firefighters.  He explained the probable process and 
indicated he was hoping to get the process approved at the next 
meeting.  He indicated he hoped to put lieutenants on in September 
and asked that we put three lieutenants on so they can eventually 
have two captains and two lieutenants.  Consensus was reached that 
he could look for three lieutenants. 
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  Mr. Voelker stated his power supply on his desk top has gone bad.  

He can get it repaired but wondered if we should look into a new 
computer.  Mr. McCabe stated he would get quotes for a new 
computer for the next meeting. 

  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
REPORT:  Mr. McCabe reported about Terrace Hills indicating there is a 

neighbor dispute and asked for direction on what to do to alleviate 
the complaints.  He was directed to send letters to both residents 
advising them of what the consequences of the ditch may be. 

  
  Mr. McCabe presented a letter from the City of St. Cloud requesting 

assistance.  Motion was made by Ms. Schulzetenberg, seconded by 
Mr. Zenzen to deny the request.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
  Mr. McCabe presented a request from the fire department for t-shirts 

for the members.   
 

  A motion was made to authorize the purchase of the t-shirts by 
Ms. Schulzetenberg, seconded by Mr. Zenzen.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
  Mr. McCabe presented two candidates for the Park Board. 
 

  A motion was made to appoint Brent Genreaux and Steve Hahn 
to the Park Board by Mr. Reinert, seconded by Mr. Zenzen. 

 
ADJOURMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn at 9:30 pm by Mr. Reinert 

seconded by Mr. Diehl.  Meeting Adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 
Approved this ______ day of July, 2014. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
BJ Kroll, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
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General Fund CIP Fund Debt Service SAC/WAC Fund Water Fund Sewer Fund Sewer Debt Street Light TIF Monthly Totals
Cash Balance 12/31/13(audited) 465,397$           838,819.00$     232,241$          313,040$           84,026$               985,724$         21,622$           1,295$             52,519$           2,994,683$                
Receipts January 2014 18,745$             97,725.24$       682$                 22,744$             13,463$               20,326$           894$                360$                189$                175,128$                   
Ex. January 2014 73,135$             6,339.62$         55,000$            32,701$               47,648$           214,823$                   
Receipts February 2014 13,073$             19,785.55$       (5)$                    3$                      13,678$               18,287$           818$                326$                10$                  65,975$                     
Ex. February 2014 34,573$             32,719$               38,461$           340$                106,093$                   
Receipts March 2014 11,348$             2,313.67$         (5)$                    3$                      15,074$               18,698$           820$                312$                9$                    48,573$                     
Ex. March 2014 48,688$             1,212.00$         13,528$               6,585$             317$                40,480$           110,810$                   
Receipts April 2014 23,032$             486.71$            13,297$               17,281$           759$                320$                55,175$                     
Ex. April 2014 45,755$             3,735.25$         13,858$               8,776$             317$                72,441$                     
Receipts May 2014 18,077$             24,622.15$       14,378$               18,984$           826$                339$                77,226$                     
Ex. May 2014 46,599$             468.00$            12,429$               6,615$             317$                66,429$                     
Receipts June 2014 223,020$           131,003.39$     31,572$            61,687$             15,678$               17,571$           1,766$             343$                45,521$           528,161$                   
Ex. June 2014 79,170$             648.47$            15,849$               10,325$           317$                106,310$                   
Receipts July 2014 -$                          
Ex. July 2014 51,330$             25,736.13$       22,584$            13,593$               11,914$           317$                125,474$                   
Receipts August 2014 -$                          
Ex. August 2014 -$                          
Receipts September 2014 -$                          
Ex. September 2014 -$                          
Receipts October 2014 -$                          
Ex. October 2014 -$                          
Receipts November 2014 -$                          
Ex. November 2014 -$                          
Receipts December 2014 -$                          
Ex. December 2014 -$                          

Cash Balance 393,441$           1,076,616.24$  186,901$          397,475$           34,916$               966,547$         27,506$           1,369$             57,768$           3,142,540$                



2014 CIP  Breakdown Unallocated Admin Park Streets Fire Total
Beginning Balance -12/31/13
Audited $441,298.55 ($366.27) $352,688.96 ($8,112.84) $53,310.60 $838,819.00
Radio Programming ($3,495.00) ($3,495.00)
Face Pieces ($2,844.62) ($2,844.62)
January Sales Tax $7,227.26 $7,227.26 $14,454.52
January Property Tax $1,739.19 $172.01 $1,911.20
January Cable Franchise Fees $481.20 $481.20
AFG Grant Proceeds $56,909.00 $56,909.00
Fire Department Contributions $130.00 $130.00
January Interest Earnings $2,314.32 $2,314.32
Park Dedication $21,525.00 $21,525.00
Property Tax $1,284.71 $127.06 $1,411.77
February Sales Tax $8,460.23 $8,460.22 $16,920.45
February Cable Franchise Fees $485.11 $485.11
Fire Department Contributions $837.42 $837.42
February Interest Earnings $130.80 $130.80
Smoke Machines ($1,212.00) ($1,212.00)
March Sales Tax $484.81 $484.82 $969.63
March Interest Earnings $141.88 $141.88
Fire Department Contributions $100.00 $100.00
March Cable Franchise Fees $488.16 $488.16
AFG Grant Proceeds $614.00 $614.00
Radio Headset Misc ($613.25) ($613.25)
Kiffmeyer Park Trail Seal Coat (1st Half Payment) ($3,122.00) ($3,122.00)
April Cable Franchise Fees $486.71 $486.71
Pager ($468.00) ($468.00)
May Cable Franchise Fees $489.09 $489.09
May Sales Tax $11,926.53 $11,926.53 $23,853.06
Fire Department Contributions $280.00 $280.00
Air Compressor ($648.47) ($648.47)
June Sales Tax $8,471.61 $8,471.61 $16,943.22
June Cable Franchise Fees $519.24 $519.24
June Property Tax Settlement $10,645.41 $93,223.40 $9,672.12 $113,540.93
Turn Out Gear (Boots) ($1,505.72) ($1,505.72)
Kiffmeyer Park Shelter Lighting ($824.04) ($824.04)
Kiffmeyer Park Playground Equipment ($23,406.37) ($23,406.37)

$0.00
$0.00

Totals $455,016.07 $2,098.13 $383,431.99 $124,704.90 $111,365.15 $1,076,616.24

Unallocated - Reserved
Eagle Drive 17,912.00$     
215th Street 53,375.50$     



2014 Spent/Received % of Budget Remaining Amount
Revenues Budget 27-Jun Spent
General Fund $748,416 308,316$                       41.20% $440,100
Capital Improvement Fund $482,300 306,342$                       63.52% $175,958
Water Fund $342,405 64,393$                         18.81% $278,013
Sewer Fund $226,978 120,057$                       52.89% $106,920
Sewer Debt Fund $10,000 6,644$                           66.44% $3,356
Street Light Fund $4,500 2,047$                           45.50% $2,453
WAC/SAC Improvement Fun $287,000 85,029$                         29.63% $201,971
Debt Service $87,500 30,973$                         35.40% $56,527
TIF $65,000 47,384$                         72.90% $17,616
Total Revenues $2,254,099 971,186$                       43.09% $1,282,914

Expenditures

General Fund $747,868 391,356$                       52.33% $356,512
Capital Improvement Fund $373,300 38,139$                         10.22% $335,161
Water Fund $342,680 134,676$                       39.30% $208,003
Sewer Fund $530,562 130,324$                       24.56% $400,238
Street Light Fund $4,200 1,926$                           45.86% $2,274
WAC/SAC Improvement Fun $155,000 -$                               0.00% $155,000
Debt Service $83,199 110,219$                       132.48% ($27,021)
TIF Fund $55,000 40,480$                         73.60% $14,520
Total Expenditures $2,291,808 847,121$                       36.96% $1,444,687



General Fund
2014 Spent % of Budget Remaining Amount

Budget 1-Jul Spent
Administration 279,498$             158,688$                  56.78% 120,810$                           
Council 20,025$               12,318$                    61.51% 7,707$                               
Boards and Commissions 5,000$                 1,035$                      20.70% 3,965$                               
Building Inspection 61,600$               19,557$                    31.75% 42,043$                             
Elections 3,380$                 452$                         13.38% 2,928$                               
Fire 155,608$             42,262$                    27.16% 113,347$                           
Streets 166,415$             137,037$                  82.35% 29,378$                             
Parks 56,342$               20,008$                    35.51% 36,334$                             
Total General Fund 747,868$             391,356$                  52.33% 356,512$                           



MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 

June 3, 2014 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kroll at 4:00 PM with the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  
PRESENT: Mayor Kroll; Council Members Diehl, Reinert, Schulzetenberg and 

Zenzen; and Clerk/Administrator McCabe.   
  
OTHERS PRESENT:  None. 
 
LETTER OF 
RESIGNATION:  A motion was made to accept the resignation by Mr. Diehl, 

seconded by Ms. Schulzetenberg.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  Discussion on dates, hiring and potentially ending work early. 
 
REQUEST FOR PAYMENT 
QUALITY BLACKTOP: A motion was made to approve the request to Quality Blacktop 

in the amount of $7,300 by Mr. Zenzen, seconded by Ms. 
Schulzetenberg.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
CONTINUATION:  A motion was made to continue meeting to 4:30pm, Wednesday 

June 18 by Mr. Reinert seconded by Mr. Diehl.  Meeting 
Continued.  

 
RECONVENE:  Mayor Kroll reconvened the meeting at 4:30pm on Wednesday, June 

18.  Members present included Mayor Kroll, Council Members Diehl, 
Reinert, Zenzen and City Administrator McCabe.  Dan Dawson was 
also in attendance. 

 
SEPARATION 
AGREEMENT:  Mr. McCabe indicated there is a proposed separation agreement.  

Mr. Dawson indicated he does not intend to sign the agreement, he 
intends to work through his resignation date.  Mr. Dawson also talked 
about the communication and how he hoped the new employee 
would be hired prior to that date so he can help train him in.  Mayor 
Kroll discussed past issues and discussion continued about road, 
water and sewer maintenance. 

 
  Mr. Zenzen commented about the stress and apologized but stated 

we aren’t in the position to do anything additionally right now about 
the roads. 

 
  A motion was made to approve the separation agreement by Mr. 

Reinert, seconded by Mr. Zenzen.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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Mr. Reinert thanked Mr. Dawson for his contributions and explained 
the agreement is an opportunity to allow him to move on and begin 
his next chapter. 
 
Mr. Diehl stated the agreement is very common among private jobs.   
 
Mr. Dawson talked about what the cost of the inflow and infiltration 
problem and how the current cost compares with the ongoing 
maintenance or equipment for that maintenance. 
 
Mayor Kroll indicated he wished the agreement would just be signed 
to avoid any additional stress. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn at 5:00pm by Mr. Reinert, 

seconded by Mr. Diehl.  
 
 
 
 
 
Approved this ______ day of July, 2014. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
BJ Kroll, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 

 2 



 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
COUNTY OF STEARNS 

 
RESOLUTION # 2014-09 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES 

FOR THE 2014 STATE AND FEDERAL PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION 
 
 WHEREAS, a primary and general election is required to elect state and federal officers; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, election judges are necessary to see that the election process is fair and 
equitable 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of St. Augusta, 
Stearns County, Minnesota, that the following individuals be appointed election judges for the 
2014 State and Federal Primary and General Elections: 
 
  Marilyn Hurrle  
  Eileen Annis 
  Shirley Laudenbach 
  Tom Harlander 
  Bill McCabe 
  Barb Melville 
   
  
 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of St Augusta this  1st Day of July, 2014. 
 
 
 

 
              

B. J. Kroll, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
       
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
 







































RE: Building Permit Activity – JUNE  2014

PERMIT PLAN WAC/SAC STATE RIGHT AWAY WATER 911 FINES VALUATION TOTAL
PERMIT# DATE OWNER CONST. FEE REVIEW SUR PERMIT METER SIGN

34-14 06/01/14 Denise Zabinski
12' x 10 Root 
Celler $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 $54.50 

35-14 05/30/14 Tory Zamzow 24' x 15 deck $49.50 $12.38 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,400.00 $66.88 
36-14 06/10/14 Jackie Feiler Re-Shingle $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 $54.50 

37-14 06/11/14 Cole Mohr
Re-siding & 
Windows $130.10 $32.56 $0.00 $10.84 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $21,684.00 $173.50 

38-14 06/11/14 Bryan Tschida 16X14 deck $49.50 $12.38 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,360.00 $66.88 
39-14 06/16/14 Jon Koll Re-Shingle $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $7,200.00 $54.50 
40-14 06/17/14 Pete Rausch Re-Shingle $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,000.00 $54.50 

41-14 06/20/14 Justin Brannan
Windows & 
Re-siding $99.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00 $109.00 

42-14 06/23/14
Richard 
Kiffmeyer

Re-Shingle 3-
sides $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,300.00 $54.50 

43-14 06/25/14 Jerome Kettner Re-Shingle $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $13,900.00 $54.50 
44-14 06/26/14 Ken Marquardt Re-siding  $49.50 $0.00 $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $14,000.00 $54.50 

$674.60 $57.32 $0.00 $65.84 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $92,844.00 
TOTAL FEES $797.76 

YEAR TO DATE
WAC/SAC $0.00 FINES $49.50 
RIGHT AWAY $600.00 911 SIGN $90.00 
WATER METER $434.00 



TO: City of St. Augusta

FROM: Steve Hagman/Building Official

DATE: 06-30-2014

RE: Statement for Mechanical Permits  JUNE  2014

PERMIT# DATE
OWNER/CONTRACTOR 
LOCATION FEE ADDL INSP SURCHARGE TOTAL

22-14M 06/12/2014 Pat Rollison $49.50 $0.00 $5.00 $54.50 
246-4 21st Avenue

$49.50 $0.00 $5.00 

TOTAL $54.50 



TO: City of St. Augusta

FROM: Steve Hagman/Building Official

DATE: 06-30-2014

RE: Statement for Plumbing Permits JUNE  2014

PERMIT# DATE
OWNER/CONTRACTOR 
LOCATION FEE ADDL INSP SURCHARGE TOTAL

8-14P 06/03/2014 Tamm Electric $140.00 $0.00 $5.00 $145.00 
24527 22nd Avenue

9-14P 06/12/2014 Pat Rollison $49.50 $0.00 $5.00 $54.50 
24604 21st Avenue

10-14P 06/16/2014 Landwehr $262.50 $0.00 $5.00 $267.50 
5007 Orrlin Court

$452.00 $0.00 $15.00 

TOTAL $467.00 



TOTALS June, 2012 June, 2013 June, 2014
Total Combined Building Permits 22 10 11
Total Combined Building Permits YTD 75 40 44
Combined Building Permits Valuation $198,310.00 $3,383,952.00 $92,844.00 
Combined Building Permits Valuation YTD $5,150,423.00 $4,340,200.00 $1,926,118.00 
Single Family Permits 0 0 0
Single Family Permits YTD 3 2 5
Single Family Valuation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Single Family Valuation YTD $607,000.00 $556,658.00 $1,313,000.00 
Residential Remodeling Permits 21 8 11
Residential Remodeling YTD 66 35 35
Residential Remodeling Valuation $178,910.00 $186,690.00 $92,844.00 
Residential Remodeling Valuation YTD $903,127.00 $580,580.00 $481,261.00 
Single Family Twin homes Permits 0 0 0
Single Family Twin homes Permits YTD 0 0 0
Single Family Twin homes Valuation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Single Family Twin homes Valuation YTD $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Commercial Permits 0 1 0
Commercial Permits YTD 1 2 0
Commercial Valuation $0.00 $3,197,262.00 $0.00 
Commercial Valuation YTD $3,536,834.00 $3,202,962.00 $0.00 
Commercial Remodel 1 0 0
Commercial Remodel YTD 1 0 4
Commercial Remodel Valuation $19,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Commercial Remodel Valuation YTD $91,162.00 $0.00 $131,857.00 
Sign Permits 1 0 0
Sign Permits YTD 2 0 0
Sign Permits Valuation $400.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Sign Permits Valuation YTD $6,900.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Demo Permits 1 1 0
Demo YTD 1 1 0

Plumbing Permits 1 5 3
Plumbing Permits YTD 15 13 10
Mechanical Permits 1 5 1
Mechanical Permits TYD 19 17 22
Electrical Permits 1st Quarter 13 15 9
Electrical Permits 2nd Quarter 22 0 23
Electrical Permits 3rd Quarter 0 0 0
Electrical Permits 4th Quarter 0 0 0
Electrical Permits YTD 55 15 32

City of St. Augusta
Steve Hagman/Building Official

June 30, 2014
Statement Summary – JUNE 2014



TO: City of St. Augusta

FROM: Steve Hagman/Building Official

DATE: June 30, 2014

RE: Statement Summary – JUNE  2014

BUILDING PERMITS FEES $674.60 X 65% $438.49 

PLAN REVIEWS $57.32 X 100% $57.32 

MECHANICAL PERMITS $49.50 X 80% $39.60 
   (Total minus $5.00 Surcharge)
    Additional Inspections $0.00 X 100% $0.00 

PLUMBING PERMITS $452.00 X 80% $361.60 
   (Total minus $15.00 Surcharge)
    Additional Inspections $0.00 X 100% $0.00 

RE-INSPECTION FEES $0.00 X 100% $0.00 

FINES $0.00 X 0% $0.00 

FORMS $0.00 X 100% $0.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $897.01 

Respectfully Submitted,

Steven J. Hagman
Midstate Inspection Services Inc.



TO: City of St. Augusta

FROM: Steve Hagman/Building Official

DATE: May 30, 2014

RE: City Statement Summary – MAY 2014

BUILDING PERMITS FEES $674.60 X 35% $236.11 

PLAN REVIEWS $57.32 X 0% $0.00 

MECHANICAL PERMITS $49.50 X 20% $9.90 
   (Total minus $5.00 Surcharge)
    Additional Inspections $0.00 X 0% $0.00 

PLUMBING PERMITS $452.00 X 20% $90.40 
   (Total minus $15.00 Surcharge)
    Additional Inspections $0.00 X 0% $0.00 

RE-INSPECTION FEES $0.00 X 0% $0.00 

FINES $0.00 X 100% $0.00 

FORMS $0.00 X 0% $0.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $336.41 

January 2013 Total $69.70 
February 2013 Total $313.95 
March 2013 Total $1,228.95 
April 2013 Total $2,244.15 
May 2013 Total $482.56 
June 2013 Total $336.41 
July 2013 Total $0.00 
August 2013 Total $0.00 
September 2013 Total $0.00 
October 2013 Total $0.00 Respectfully Submitted,
November 2013 Total $0.00 
December 2013 Total $0.00 

Steven J. Hagman
YTD TOTAL $4,675.72 Midstate Inspection Services Inc.



Central Minnesota  
Sales Tax Collection and Distribution 

Joint Powers Agreement 
 
The parties to this Agreement are governmental units of the State of Minnesota.  This Agreement 
is made pursuant to the authority conferred upon the parties by Minnesota Statute §471.59. 

 
Article I 

General Purpose 
 
Section 1.1 Purpose.  The cities have determined that the St. Cloud Regional Airport 
(“Airport”), the proposed St. Cloud Area Aquatics Facility (“Aquatics Facility”), and regional 
trail connections (“Trails”) (all three projects collectively referred to as the “Core Projects”) are 
all integral parts of the region’s public infrastructure and significant assets to the region’s cities. 
 
Pursuant to the approval of voters at the general election held on November 4, 2014, the parties 
to this Agreement are authorized to impose a sales and use tax of one-half percent to pay all or 
part of the capital and administrative costs of certain improvements to the Core Projects.  
Authorized expenses include, but are not limited to, acquiring property, paying construction 
expenses related to the Core Projects, and securing and paying debt service issued to finance 
construction or improvement of the Core Projects up to the dollar limits approved by voters, plus 
any debt service costs. 
 
The expenditure decisions for the Airport will be at the sole discretion of the City of St. Cloud or 
a Regional Airport Authority.  The expenditure decisions for the Aquatics Facility will be at the 
sole discretion of the City of St. Cloud.  The expenditure decisions for the Trails will be as 
outlined in Article V below. 
 
The primary purpose is to create a source of revenue to provide for future capital improvements 
to the Core Projects, including related administrative costs.  Additionally, the law authorized 
distribution of surplus tax revenues to cities whose citizens approve the imposition of the various 
taxes.  Those surplus revenues can be used in accordance with the special law to fund needed 
public facilities. Surplus revenues are revenues collected from authorized taxes that are greater 
than the capital or administrative costs of the Core Projects. 
 
The purpose of this Joint Powers Agreement is to provide for the collection and distribution of 
the sales tax authorized by Minnesota Laws, 2013, Chapter 143, Article 8, Section 47 (the 
"Special Law").  The authorized taxes are a one-half percent sales and use tax.  The revenues 
raised must be used for the purposes authorized by such legislation. Any sales tax dollars 
collected from the parties to this Agreement prior to January 1, 2019 will be distributed in 
accordance with terms of the current agreement between the parties related to sales and use tax 
collections from 2006 through 2018. The Special Law is in the best interests of the governmental 
units executing this Agreement as well as the citizens of those units. 
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Article II 

Definitions 
 
Section 2.1.  “PARTICIPANT”.  Any city which is a signatory to this AGREEMENT. 
 

Article III 
General Administration 

 
Section 3.1.  The City of St. Cloud shall provide general administrative services to the 
PARTICIPANTS.   These services shall include: 
 

Accounting and reporting 
Record keeping 
Legal services 

 
Section 3.2.  Any PARTICIPANT’S employees serving as advisors or providing administrative 
services shall not be considered employees of any other PARTICIPANT for any purpose.  Each 
PARTICIPANT shall be responsible for the payment of wages or other remuneration to its 
employees providing services pursuant to this AGREEMENT. 
 

Article IV 
Imposition of Sales and Use Taxes 

 
Section 4.1.  The collection and administration of sales and use taxes shall follow provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 297A.48.  Once all taxes, less state administrative fee, have been 
remitted to the City of St. Cloud, the following procedures shall be followed: 
 
4.1.1 Accounting and Financing.  The City of St. Cloud shall establish a Sales and Use Tax 
Fund.  The Sales and Use Tax Fund shall be the depository for all tax revenue collected by the 
State of Minnesota and remitted to the City of St. Cloud, pursuant to the Special Law. 
 
4.1.2  Procedures.  After receipt of sales and use tax revenue into the City of St. Cloud’s Sales 
and Use Tax Fund each year, the City of St. Cloud will transfer $900,000 to City of St. Cloud 
accounting funds related to the Core Project improvements.  Of the $900,000 allocated to the 
Core Projects fund, the City of St. Cloud will transfer $200,000 to City of St. Cloud accounting 
funds related to the Airport improvements and $200,000 to the City of St. Cloud accounting 
funds related to the Aquatics Facility improvements, with expenditure decisions on those funds 
to be made as stated in Section 1.1 above.  The remaining $500,000 will be transferred to the 
City of St. Cloud accounting fund related to the Trails improvements to be distributed in 
accordance with Article V below.  Accounting and reporting of all funds and accounts will 
follow generally accepted government accounting practices. 
 
4.1.3 Financial Statements.  The City of St. Cloud will provide the Participants with monthly 
statements of all activity related to the Sales and Use Tax Fund. 
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Article V 
Trails Fund 

 
5.1. Allocation of Trails Fund:  The Pparticipants have expressed the mutual desire to create an 
integrated network of regional recreational trails whereby participant cities connect into the trail 
network. It is the intention of the participants to create a general Trail Fund for the benefit of the 
integrated trail.  The allocation to each Participant from the Trails Fund portion of the Core 
Projects shall be set as follows based upon their estimated regional recreational trail connection 
costs as approved by all Participants through this Agreement: 
  
Integrated Trail Plan
Section Total Cost Annual Disbursement City
6th Street S./Heritage Drive/CR#1 2,165,000.00       108,250.00                      Sartell
3rd Avenue to Sauk Rapids High 500,000.00           25,000.00                         Sauk Rapids
Waite Avenue/44th Avenue 250,000.00           12,500.00                         St. Cloud
Apollo High School Area 350,000.00           17,500.00                         St. Cloud
TH15 to Mississippi River 2,000,000.00       100,000.00                      St. Cloud
Downtown to Hester Park to Sauk Rapids Bridge 3,000,000.00       150,000.00                      St. Cloud
CR134/CR138/Pincecone Road 600,000.00           30,000.00                         St. Cloud
City Center to Opprtunity Drive 955,000.00           47,750.00                         St. Augusta
Sauk River to 3rd Street 180,000.00           9,000.00                           Waite Park

10,000,000.00     500,000.00                      Total  
 
Each Participant must use their annual allocation as shown above toward making the designated 
connection to the integrated recreational trail network.  Qualifying expenses include right-of-way 
acquisition, engineering, design, lighting, and the construction of the trail itself. Additionally, the 
Participants understand that from time to time individual Participants may receive federal or state 
grant dollars to fund recreational trails.  This may create an excess of Trail Funds in any given 
year.  The Participants agree that any excess trail funds will be utilized and allocated back into 
the general Trail Fund for any trails identified on exhibit A.  Reallocation of excess trail funds 
will be determined by consensus of the city administrators and final approval by the Participants.   
  
The Participants recognize that the connection to the integrated recreational trail that was 
estimated above could be different than the actual connection that is made in the future, or that 
the costs related thereto may be higher or lower and the Participants agree that the annual 
allocation agreed upon will remain based on estimates and actual costs will not change the 
allocation.  Any higher costs must be covered by the Participant with their own funding sources; 
any remaining funds available due to lower costs may be used as identified above. 
 

Article VI 
Use and Distribution of Surplus Tax Revenue 

 
Section 6.1. Use of Surplus Tax Revenue:   If annual revenue collected from the sales and use 
taxes, authorized in the Special Law are greater than $900,000, the surplus shall be returned to 
the Participants in the manner described in Section 6.2 of this Agreement.  The use of surplus tax 
revenue will comply with the Special Law. 
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Section 6.2.  Distribution of Surplus Tax Revenue:  The annual distribution of surplus revenue 
will be as follows: 

 
STR x ( PPTT + PPTP ) = PD  

                 2 
Where: 
       
 STR is the surplus tax revenue in each year for which the sales and use tax is collected. 
 

PPTT is the Participant’s total sales and use tax revenues collected by the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue each year as a percentage of the total sales and use tax revenue 
for all Participants in that same year. 
 
PPTP is the Participant’s total population in each year as a percentage of the total 
population of all Participants in that same year.  The population shall be based on the 
Minnesota State Demographer’s latest population estimate.  

 
 PD is the Participant’s annual distribution. 
 

Sample Calculation for the Cities of St. Cloud and participating Cities 
 

 
City 

 
Population 

 
% 

 
Tax 

      
     % 

 
Core 

Projects 

Available 
For 

Distribution 

 
Allocation 

% 

 
Distribution 

St. Cloud 63,789  61.60  $64,250,149   66.33      63.97   $4,477,900 
St. Augusta   2,726  2.63 $134,200 0.14   1.39 $97,300 
Sartell 12,629 12.20 $2,348,104 2.42   7.31 $511,700 
Sauk Rapids 12,216 11.80 $6,014,335 6.21   9.00 $630,000 
Waite Park  6,757 6.53 $23,184,299 23.94   15.23 $1,066,100 
St. Joseph 5,438  5.25   $926,648      0.96         3.10     $217,000 
Total 103,555 100.00 $5,511,901 100.00 $500,000 $7,000,000 100.00  $7,000,000 
 
 
Section 6.3 Time for Distribution.  The City of St. Cloud will distribute excess revenues to 
Participants on a monthly basis once the $900,000 Core Projects allocation has been paid. 
Distributed funds shall become the sole property of the Participants. 
 
Section 6.4 Unallocated Sales Tax.  The parties to this Agreement acknowledge that the 
Department of Revenue is sometimes unwilling or unable to allocate sales and use tax collections 
among the cities and so an accounting estimate based upon the formula needs to be made by the 
City of St. Cloud in order to try to fairly distribute such collections.  The parties have agreed that 
population will be used as the allocation factor for such unallocated collections.  Any other 
collection and allocation interpretations not clearly spelled out in this Agreement will be made 
by the City of St. Cloud as the entity providing the administrative services under this Agreement.  
The City of St. Cloud will communicate any such allocation interpretations to each participant. 
 

 
4 

 
 

 



Article VII 
Indemnification 

 
Section 7.1.  Each Participant shall be liable for its own acts to the extent provided by law and 
hereby agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the other, its officers and employees 
against any and all liability, loss, costs, damages, expenses, claims or actions, including 
attorney’s fees which the other, its officers and employees may hereafter sustain, incur or be 
required to pay, arising out of or by reason of any act or omission of the Participant, its agents, 
servants or employees, in the execution, performance, or failure to adequately perform its 
obligations pursuant to this Agreement, provided, however, that nothing in this paragraph shall 
require one party to pay another party’s attorney’s fees arising from a dispute between 
Participants as to the amount of money due to one or more Participants under Articles V or VI of  
this Agreement. 
 
Section 7.2.  It is understood and agreed that nothing in this Agreement shall affect or otherwise 
constitute a waiver of the limits on the liability of any Participant provided by Minnesota 
Statutes Chapter 466 (Tort Liability, Political Subdivisions) or other applicable law. 
 

Article VIII 
Duration 

 
Section 8.1.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect until December 31, 2038. 
 
Section 8.2.   Upon termination of this Agreement, all property purchased or owned pursuant to 
this Agreement together with monies on hand, shall be distributed to the current Participants.   
Such distribution of assets shall be made in proportion to the total (annual average) contributions 
respective by Participant over the entire duration of this Agreement according to the formula in 
Section 6.2.  This Agreement will continue in full force and effect after termination for such 
period, no longer than six (6) months, as is necessary to wind up the affairs of the Participants, 
but for no other purpose. 
 

Article IX 
Severability 

 
Section 9.1.  If any portion of this Agreement is found to be void, unenforceable or 
unconstitutional, or any combination of these, by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
portion of this Agreement shall remain in effect. 
 

Article X 
Effective Date 

 
Section 10.1.  Effective Date.  This Agreement shall be in full force and effect for each 
Participant upon signing this Agreement. All Participants need not sign the same copy.  Each 
Participant shall file the signed Agreement with the City Clerk of the City of St. Cloud. 
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Article XI 
Prior Agreements 

 
Section 11.1.  Cities that chose to execute this Agreement may be parties to prior Sales Tax 
Collection and Distribution Joint Powers Agreements. The prior agreements had other primary 
purposes.  This agreement will run consecutively to the prior agreement.  The City of St. Cloud’s 
participation in the prior agreement will continue for purpose of providing administrative 
services including collection and administration of tax revenues pursuant to that agreement.  
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned governmental unit, by action of their governing 
bodies, have caused this Agreement to be executed in accordance with the authority of 
Minnesota Statute §471.59. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: _________________   CITY OF ST. CLOUD 
 
 
      By ____________________________________ 
            Its Mayor 
 
      By ____________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
 
Date:__________________   CITY OF SAUK RAPIDS 
 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its Mayor 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
 
Date: ___________________   CITY OF SARTELL 
 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its Mayor 
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      By ___________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
 
Date: ____________________   CITY OF WAITE PARK 
 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its Mayor 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
    
 
 
Date: ____________________   CITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its Mayor 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
 
Date: ____________________   CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its Mayor 
 
      By ___________________________________ 
           Its City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
7 

 
 

 



CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-08 
 

RESOLUTION DENYING AN EASEMENT VACATION AND A SIDE YARD SETBACK VARIANCE FOR 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 23226 GARDEN HILLS LANE 

 
 WHEREAS, Glenn Evans, (“Applicant”) submitted an application to the City of St. Augusta  
(“City”) for a drainage and utility easement vacation and a side yard setback variance for the 
construction of a detached garage within 6’ of the north property line, on the property located at 23226 
Garden Hills Lane (PID 81.43328.0308 ) (“Property”) and legally described below: 
  

TERRACE HILLS LOT 001 BLOCK002 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has processed said application as set out in the City’s Zoning Ordinance, 
including a public hearing, review and recommendation by the Planning Commission, and; 
 

WHEREAS, the St. Augusta Planning Commission held a public hearing on the requested 
variance on June 30, 2014, during which it heard from the Applicant and the public regarding the 
application.  The Planning Commission considered the application and took action to forward the 
application to the City Council with a recommendation that the application be denied; 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council, acting as the Board of Adjustments and Appeals, reviewed the 
Planning Commission’s recommendation at its meeting on July 1, allowed for additional comments from 
the Applicant and the public; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council, acting as the Board of Adjustments 

and Appeals, denies the Applicant’s easement vacation and variance requests described in the first 
recital based on the following findings: 

1. The Property is currently zoned A-1, General Agriculture District. Establishment of Zoning Districts 
were created to regulate and limit the height and bulk of buildings erected or altered, to regulate 
and limit the intensity of the use of lot areas, and to regulate and determine the areas of yards, 
recreation and open space within and surrounding buildings. Vacating a drainage and utility 
easement and locating a structure closer to the property line than allowed by the Zoning 
Ordinance would not meet the intent of the Zoning Ordinance to limit the intensity of the use of 
lot areas and yards. 

2. The Property to the north of the Applicant’s Property was platted to preserve right of way space 
for future development to the east.  Drainage and utility easements are necessary to preserve 
along road right of way and therefore should not be vacated at this time.  Furthermore, locating 
an accessory structure in close proximity to the north property line whereby a future roadway 
may be located is not considered a best practice as adequate setback and sightline distance is 
necessary. 

3. While private garages and off-street parking are permitted accessory uses within the A-1 Zoning 
District and are a reasonable use within the agricultural land use designation, the Applicant 
currently has an attached garage and detached structure for storage on the Property.  Having a 
detached garage therefore is considered a convenience as opposed to a necessity. 
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4. The City Code provides opportunities for the Applicant to construct a detached garage in a manner 
consistent with the City Code.  The need for the variance to locate the garage closer to the side 
property line is a mere inconvenience as opposed to a practical difficulty.  

5. While locating the detached garage along the north side of the property would provide the most 
screening due to the existing grove of mature trees, the Applicant has available property along the 
south west and north property to construct a detached garage that would not necessitate the 
need for a variance. 

6. Undue hardship will not result if the variance is denied as construction of a detached garage is 
feasible elsewhere on the property in a manner consistent with the Zoning Ordinance regulations. 

7. Special conditions on the property do not exists as the Property is a large traditional shape, 
relatively flat and relatively void of significant trees with the exception of the perimeter of the 
Property along the north and east property boundaries. 

8. The Property can be put to a reasonable use without the vacation of the drainage and utility 
easement and issuance of the variance. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, based on the record of this matter, and the findings 

and determination contained herein, the City Council of the City of St. Augusta hereby denies the 
requested vacation of the drainage and utility easement and variance to allow an accessory building to 
be located within the side yard on the property located at 23226 Garden Hills Lane. 
 
 
Adopted this ______ day of _________, 2014. 
 
 
        BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        BJ Kroll, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:______________________________ 
 William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
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Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 701 Xenia Avenue South 
 Suite 300 
 Minneapolis, MN 55416 
 Tel: 763-541-4800 
 Fax: 763-541-1700 

 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
Planning Commission Members 

   Bill McCabe, City Clerk/Administrator 

From:   Kelsey Johnson, AICP, Planner 

Date:   June 26, 2014  

   WSB Project No.  02042-070 

Request: Request for an Easement Vacation and a Side Yard Setback Variance on the 
Property Located at 23226 Garden Hills Lane 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Applicant/Owner: Glenn Evans 

Project Location: 23226 Garden Hills Lane 

Existing Land Use / Residential; A-1, General Agriculture District 
Zoning:  

Surrounding Land North:  Residential; A-1, General Agriculture District 
Use / Zoning: East:  Residential; A-1, General Agriculture District 

South:  Residential; A-1, General Agriculture District 
West:  Residential; A-1, General Agriculture District 

Comprehensive Plan: The St. Augusta (2001) Comprehensive Plan guides this property for Agricultural 
land uses. 

REQUESTED ACTION 

To review and consider the request for a vacation of a drainage and utility easement and a side yard 
setback variance so the Applicant can construct a detached garage within 6’ of the north property line.   

BACKGROUND/REQUEST 

The Applicant has requested an easement vacation and a side yard setback variance for the property 
located at 23226 Garden Hills Lane. The Applicant would like the drainage and utility easement vacated 
for the construction of a detached garage within 6’ of the north property line.  Immediately north of the 
Applicant’s property is a 66’ wide easement that is reserved for a future street.  This easement currently 
is being maintained by Mr. Evans and the property owner to the north.   

ORDINANCE AUTHORITY 

Zoning Ordinance 

A-1, General Agriculture District: 

Section 45.05.D. Accessory Uses: Subject to applicable provisions of this Ordinance, the following are 
permitted accessory uses in the A-1 District.  D. Private garages and off-street parking spaces for 
licensed and operable passenger cars and trucks. 
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Section 45.07.D. Lot Area, Density, and Setback Requirements: The following requirements shall be observed in 
an A-1 District, subject to additional requirements, exception and modifications set forth in this Ordinance. 
Accessory Structure Setbacks as regulated by Section 15.04 of this Ordinance.  
 

Accessory Buildings: 

Section 15.04.B.6. Accessory buildings with an area of one thousand (1,000) square feet or less may 
encroach into the required side and rear yard setbacks within the rear yard of a lot, except, however, 
that no such encroachment may occur on required easement, or in a required side yard setback abutting 
a street in the case of a corner lot. In no case shall the setback be less than ten (10) feet.  

Variances 

Section 7.02.B outlines the conditions governing consideration of both “major” and “minor” variance 
requests.  These include the following: 

1. In considering all requests for a variance and in taking subsequent action, the City staff, the 
Planning Commission and the City Council shall make a finding of fact that the proposed action 
will not: 

a. Impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property. 
b. Unreasonably increase the congestion in the public street. 
c. Increase the danger of fire or endanger the public safety. 
d. Unreasonably diminish or impair established property values within the neighborhood 

or in any way be contrary to the intent of this Ordinance. 
e. Violate the intent and purpose of the Comprehensive Plan. 
f. Violate any of the terms or conditions of Item 2, below. 

2. A variance from the terms of this Ordinance shall not be granted unless it can be demonstrated 
that: 

a. Undue hardship will result if the variance is denied due to the existence of special 
conditions and circumstances which are peculiar to the land, structure or building 
involved: 

i. Special conditions may include exceptional topographic or water conditions or, 
in the case of an existing lot or parcel of record, narrowness, shallowness, 
insufficient area or shape of the property. 

ii. Undue hardship caused by the special conditions and circumstances may not be 
solely economic in nature, if a reasonable use of the property exists under the 
terms of this Ordinance. 

iii. Special conditions and circumstances causing undue hardship shall not be a 
result of lot size or building location when the lot qualifies as a buildable parcel. 

b. Literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of 
rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district under the terms of 
this Ordinance, or deny the applicant the ability to put the property in question to a 
reasonable use. 

c. The special conditions and circumstances causing the undue hardship do not result from 
the actions of the applicant. 

d. Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege 
that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures or buildings in the same 
district. 

e. The request is not a use variance. 
f. Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to accomplish the intended 

purpose of the applicant. 
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Section 7.03 breaks down a variance into two (2) different categories: minor and major variances.  The 
Applicant’s request for a side yard setback does not meet the qualifications of a “minor” variance 
request since the “structure or setback deviations [are not] characteristics of and common to 
neighboring uses” although it will be located 4 feet into the side yard setback, which does “not exceed 
five (5) feet” by definition of the City Zoning Ordinance.  As such, the Applicant’s request is classified as a 
“major” variance. 

Subdivision Regulations 

Easements 

Section 3.15.A. Drainage and Utility Easements:  Easements of a minimum of twelve (12) feet wide or a 
width equal to the required side yard setback established by the respective zoning district in which the 
property is located, whichever is least, centered on rear and other lot lines, shall be provided for 
drainage and for public and private utilities.  Lot easements shall be a minimum of twelve (12) feet when 
no easement exists on the adjoining parcels.  When it is not practical to center easements, the fully 
required easement width may be required along one (1) property line.  Said easements shall have 
continuity of alignment from block to block.  The easements, when approved, shall not thereafter be 
changed without the approval of the City Council pursuant to established City regulations, as may be 
amended. 

Definitions 

Applicable definitions as provided in Section 2.02 of the St. Augusta Zoning Ordinance are as follows: 

Accessory Building, or Use:  A subordinate building or use which is located on the same lot on which 
the principal building or use is situated and which is reasonably necessary and incidental to the 
conduct of the primary use of such building or main use. 

Yard, Side: An open unoccupied space on a lot between the main building and the side line of the lot, 
extending from the front of the lot to the rear of the lot.  

Variance:  A modification of or variation from the strict provisions of this Ordinance consistent with 
the state enabling statute for municipalities, as applied to a specific piece of property, in order to 
provide relief for a property owner because of undue hardship or peculiar difficulty imposed upon him 
by this Ordinance, except that modification in the allowable uses within a district shall not be 
considered a variance.  Variances shall normally be limited to height, bulk, density and yard 
requirements.   

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Staff offers the following findings of fact for the Planning Commission’s and City Council’s consideration: 

1. The Property is currently zoned A-1, General Agriculture District. Establishment of Zoning Districts 
were created to regulate and limit the height and bulk of buildings erected or altered, to regulate and limit 
the intensity of the use of lot areas, and to regulate and determine the areas of yards, recreation and open 
space within and surrounding buildings. Vacating a drainage and utility easement and locating a structure 
closer to the property line than allowed by the Zoning Ordinance would not meet the intent of the Zoning 
Ordinance to limit the intensity of the use of lot areas and yards. 

2. The Property to the north of the Applicant’s Property was platted to preserve right of way space 
for future development to the east.  Drainage and utility easements are necessary to preserve 
along road right of way and therefore should not be vacated at this time.  Furthermore, locating 
an accessory structure in close proximity to the north property line whereby a future roadway 
may be located is not considered a best practice as adequate setback and sightline distance is 
necessary. 



June 26, 2014 
Page 4 
 

3. While private garages and off-street parking are permitted accessory uses within the A-1 Zoning 
District and are a reasonable use within the agricultural land use designation, the Applicant 
currently has an attached garage and detached structure for storage on the Property.  Having a 
detached garage therefore is considered a convenience as opposed to a necessity. 

4. The City Code provides opportunities for the Applicant to construct a detached garage in a manner 
consistent with the City Code.  The need for the variance to locate the garage closer to the side 
property line is a mere inconvenience as opposed to a practical difficulty.  

5. While locating the detached garage along the north side of the property would provide the most 
screening due to the existing grove of mature trees, the Applicant has available property along the 
south west and north property to construct a detached garage that would not necessitate the 
need for a variance. 

6. Undue hardship will not result if the variance is denied as construction of a detached garage is 
feasible elsewhere on the property in a manner consistent with the Zoning Ordinance regulations. 

7. Special conditions on the property do not exists as the Property is a large traditional shape, 
relatively flat and relatively void of significant trees with the exception of the perimeter of the 
Property along the north and east property boundaries. 

8. The Property can be put to a reasonable use without the vacation of the drainage and utility 
easement and issuance of the variance. 

RECOMMENDATION 

There does not appear to be undue hardship or practical difficulties as to why the easement should be 
vacated and a variance should be granted.  Based on the findings as outlined above, Staff recommends 
denial of the requested vacation of the drainage and utility easement and side yard setback to construct 
a detached garage 6’ from the north property line. 

 



 
 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

JUNE 30, 2014 
 

PRESENT: Chair Glen Lommel; Commission Members Jim Brannan, Steve Hagman and 
Steve Noble.  Mayor Bob Kroll; City Council Members Paul Reinert, Donna 
Schultzetenberg, and Mike Zenzen; Administrator Bill McCabe and Staff Teresa 
Rasmuson. 

 Applicants:  Glenn and Karen Evans 
 Absent:  Commission Members Rick Christen, Jason Netland and Butch Voigt. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:15 by Chair Lommel. 
 
AGENDA: The agenda was approved as presented on motion by Noble, second by Brannan, 

all present voting aye. 
 
MINUTES: The minutes of the May 5, 2014 Planning Commission meeting were approved as 

presented on motion by Noble, second by Brannan, all present voting aye. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Glenn Evans, 23226 Garden Hills Lane, St. Augusta, made application to vacate 

part of the city’s utility and drainage easement and approve a variance to a side 
yard setback that would be closer to the lot line than the city allows.   

 
 Lommel opened the public hearing at 7:20. 
  
 McCabe said the applicant is asking the city to vacate the drainage and utility 

easement on the north side of his lot. This easement is adjacent to a future road 
easement.  McCabe said it is staff’s position that the variance request be denied. 

 
 Glenn Evans asked the planning commission to review his handouts.  He said that 

there are three areas he could put his accessory structure, but there are 
significant issues with putting it anywhere else but on the pad that has been 
poured.  He said the backyard’s drainage would make it a difficult area to put the 
garage.  He said he asked his neighbor’s and it was consensus that the area he is 
asking to put the garage would be the best place aesthetically.  He also said the 
pins on his lot were in the wrong place and he has incurred a lot of extra 
expenses trying to figure out where his lot lines are located.   

 
 Noble asked the applicant if he would be able to slide the building back on the 

property so it is not in the easement.  Mr. Evans said he can’t move it back 
because of a dog kennel, the woods and the slope of the lot.  He also stated he 
would have to add on to the slab and remove a number of trees, which would be 
expensive. 

 
 It was noted there is a slab that has already been poured.  Mr. Evans said he 

called the city and was told he did not need a permit for a parking slab.  McCabe 
said the slab was poured at the property owners own risk.  Anything that is put 



in a right of way or easement is subject to loss if the city needs to go into the 
easement for any reason; it may or may not impact a future road.  Noble asked if 
the slab was poured with the intent of putting a garage on top of it.  He said 
there is a big difference in how the slab would have been poured.  If it was 
poured just for parking purposes, it isn’t the same as putting a garage on top of 
it.   

  
 Lommel closed the public hearing at 7:45. 
 
 Noble said he felt there may be enough room to move the easement if the 

variance is granted; however, granting the variance would set precedence for 
anyone in the future who may come to the city with the same request.  Brannan 
concurred.  Hagman said the only possibility he can see is if Mr. Evans moved the 
building the required 10 feet back.  Noble asked if adding on to the concrete is 
possible.  Hagman said it is possible, noting that the slab will have to meet 
building code for a garage to be built on top of it.   

 
 Lommel made motion to recommend denial the variance, Brannan seconded, 

all present voting aye to recommend denial of the Evan’s variance. 
 
COMMUNICATION/ 
MISCELLANEOUS: McCabe said he didn’t know of anything coming up. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 on motion by Hagman, second by Brannan 

all voting aye. 
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PARK BOARD MEETING 

ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 
June 30, 2014 

 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Dave Glenn at 8:30pm. 
 
PRESENT: Mike Zenzen, Brent Genereux, Dave Glenn, Steve Noble, and City 

Administrator Bill McCabe.  Don Meyer, Steve Hahn and John Olson were 
absent.  

OTHERS IN  
ATTENDANCE: None 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2014 meeting 

by Mr. Zenzen, seconded by Mr. Noble.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Update Accessory 
Building/230th Street  
Entrance: Mr. McCabe gave an update on the process to get permits to build the road 

into Hidden Lake Park from 230th Street.  He stated he would have quotes for 
the building and road for the next meeting. 

 
Kiffmeyer Park Gazebo/ 
Shelter Shingles: Mr. McCabe indicated both are due for new shingles. 
 
 A motion was made to replace the shingles at both the gazebo and shelter 

at Kiffmeyer Park by Mr. Zenzen, seconded by Mr. Genereux.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Bike Trails: Mr. Noble asked that we place this on the agenda, stating we need to start 

making sure the property is acquired as it becomes available.  Mr. Glenn 
agrees that we need to do something.  Mr. McCabe explained what we have 
done and what we are planning with the area sales tax.  Mr. Noble wondered if 
we should develop a more formal plan.  Mr. Genereux asked who would make 
the contacts with property owners.  Mr. Noble explained we need a “tool belt” 
on how to approach landowners.  Mr. Glenn suggested maybe we start with 
additional planning on connecting Blackberry Farms to Kiffmeyer Park and 
connecting the two parks.  Mr. Glenn stated we needed to prioritize the 
planning.  Mr. McCabe indicated he would contact consulting planners for 
estimates to help determine best routes. 

 
Other: Mr. McCabe reported that Mr. Meyer gave him a new contact for a batting 

cage. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:10pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bill McCabe 
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