
 

 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 3, 2023 
7:00 pm 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order – Mayor Zenzen. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Consent Agenda 

3A. Minutes of the September 5, 2023 City Council meeting. 
3B. Agenda. 
3C. Bills Payable, Receipts and Treasurer’s Report. 
3D. Minutes of the September 19, 2023 City Council budget workshop meeting. 
3E. Other 

4. Sheriff’s Report 
5. Building Inspector’s Report – Mike Wallen. 
6. Fire Department 
 6A. Monthly Report 
 6B. Other 
7. Park Board Recommendation – Shed Lease 
8. Open Forum -10 Minute Limit. 
9. Engineer’s Report  
 9A.   
10. Council Member Comments/Purview. 
11. Clerk's Report.  
12. Adjourn. 
 
REMINDERS: Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, October 10, 2023 6:30pm 
 Stearns County Municipal League Meeting, Tuesday, October 17, 2023 

6:00pm, St. Augusta Legion 
 Area Cities Meeting, Monday, October 30, 2023 5:30pm TBD 
 Regular City Council Meeting, Tuesday, November 7, 2023 7pm 
  



CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 3, 2023 
7:00 pm 

 
Administrative Summary 

 
Consent Agenda – all items are included in the packets. 
 
Sheriff’s/Building Inspector’s Reports – I hope to have these 
for the updated packets on Tuesday. 
 
Fire Report – included in the packet. 
 
Park Board Recommendation – the park board has 
recommended we lease space in our ball field sheds to the St. 
Augusta Little League.  Mike Couri is drafting a proposed lease 
that we can look at during our meeting on Tuesday. 
 
Engineer’s Report – Jeremy didn’t have anything for the 
packets but we can discuss a meeting we had with Knife River 
as they have again withdrawn their mining permit application. 
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MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 

September 5, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Zenzen at 7:00 PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
PRESENT: Mayor Zenzen, Council Members Backes, Schmitz, Coleman and 

Hommerding; Fire Chief Kramer, Asst. Fire Chief Steinhofer, Stearns 
County Deputy Hoffman, Engineer Boots, Attorney Couri, and 
Clerk/Administrator McCabe.   

  
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mark Ostendorf, Randy Fordice, Matt Langan, Shane Zahrt, Jackie 

Steinhofer, Sheri Stang, Patty Kronnenberg, Amy Brand, Rep. Bernie 
Perrymann 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:   A motion was made to approve the consent agenda by Mr. 

Backes, seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 The following items were approved with the consent agenda: 
 
  City Council Minutes, August 1, 2023. 

  Bill Payable, Receipts and Treasurer’s Report dated September 5, 
2023 and for US Bank payment and Checks 
#24818e – 24844e and #28449 -28500 and #25001-
25027. 

  City Council Agenda, September 5, 2023 
            
SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sgt. Hoffman presented the Sheriff’s report.  He indicated 46 

hours were spent on the contract in the month and reviewed the call 
types and answered questions from the Council.  

 
 A motion was made to approve the Sheriff’s report as presented 

by Mr. Backes, seconded by Ms. Coleman.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S 
REPORT: Mr. McCabe presented the monthly building inspector’s report.  He 

noted there were 41 total permits issued during the month of August 
including six new home permits, two of which were issued prior and 
have been modified. 

 
 A motion was made to approve the building inspectors report by 

Mr. Backes, seconded by Mr. Hommerding.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
FIRE DEPT. 
REPORT: Chief Kramer said they had 15 calls in July bringing the total to 71 for 

the year.  Training was on pump ops refresher and EMR refresher. 
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 A motion was made to approve the April report by Mr. Backes, 

seconded by Ms. Coleman.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Chief Kramer reported the fire hall has an electric issue that they are 

working on. 
 
Xcel ENERGY PRESENTATION on 
MINNESOTA ENERGY CONNECTION 
ROUTE APPLICATION: Randy Fordice along with Matt Langan and Mark Ostendorf were 

in attendance to give a presentation on the proposed routes for the 
Minnesota Energy Connection line from Becker to Lyon County.  They 
explained the process and answered questions. 

 
CGMC PRESENTATION: Shane Zahrt, representing the Coalition of MN Cities was in 

attendance to present a 2023 Legislative report, discuss their strategies 
for the upcoming legislative session and specifically talk about the 
benefits to the City of St. Augusta.  He highlighted how St. Augusta 
benefited from the last session and answered questions. 

 
OPEN FORUM: No comments offered. 
 
ENGINEER’S 
REPORT: Mr. Boots indicated we wouldn’t be including any alternates in the 2024 

street project as the engineering cost alone will bring the total project 
considerably higher.  Mayor Zenzen asked about how long those plans 
would be good for.  Consensus was to include it now as we will pay it 
eventually. 

 
PRELIMINARY BUDGET/ 
RESOLUTION #2023-13 APPROVING PRELIMINARY 
TAX LEVY: Mr. McCabe had presented the preliminary budget along with 

Resolution #2023-13.  He asked that we schedule a budget workshop. 
 
 A motion was made to approve Resolution #2023-13 as amended 

by Mr. Backes, seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 Consensus was established that we would hold a budget workshop 

meeting on September 19 at 5:30pm. 
 
SIGN ORDINANCE 
#2023-04: Mr. McCabe presented the draft ordinance along with the changes from 

the previous draft and Ms. Nash’s memo on the process.  Mr. Couri 
indicated billboards will be up rather quickly and we could not revoke 
them.  He also indicated we should adjust the height of billboards along 
State Highway 15 from 20 feet to 40 feet. 
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 A motion was made to adopt Ordinance#2023-04 as amended and 
publish in summary by Mr. Backes, seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
  
COUNCIL MEMBER 
PURVIEW: Mr. Hommerding wondered about the check to Rollie Werner Well as it 

says Kiffmeyer Park. 
 
 Mr. Hommerding asked if we would have another public hearing on the 

mining application.  Mr. Backes says he is willing, but wonders what 
new comments will be brought forward.  Mr. Schmitz and Ms. Coleman 
both felt we have already heard the comments and reiterated what 
would be new.  Consensus was to not do another hearing. 

 
 Mr. Schmitz wondered about a resident who wants the 911 sign 

moved. 
 
 Ms. Coleman said she isn’t doing COVID again.  Mr. Couri stated the 

only way that was allowed before is because of the emergency 
declaration. 

  
 Mr. Backes asked about the storage sheds on Highway 15 and was 

told the plan is changed enough to require a new site plan. 
 
 Mayor Zenzen indicated he has received complaints about updating the 

website. 
 
 Mayor Zenzen inquired about spraying apple trees and around the 

creek. 
 
 Mayor Zenzen read a thank you letter from the St Wendelin Parish 

Festival to the Council and Fire Department.  
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
REPORT: Mr. McCabe reported he had been in an email dialog with the little 

league after he asked them to remove their equipment from the ball 
field maintenance sheds.  Mr. Couri explained the legality saying we 
could allow them to lease the space and even donate the space.  There 
were still concerns with us being responsible for their equipment.  
Consensus was decided that it just wasn’t a good idea.  

   
 
ADJOURMENT: A motion was made to adjourn at 9:35pm by Mr. Hommerding, 

seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  

Approved this 3rd day of October, 2023. 
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__________________________________  
Michael G. Zenzen, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 





























General Fund CIP Fund Debt Service SAC/WAC Fund Water Fund Sewer Fund Storm Water Sewer Debt Street Light ARPA Funds Monthly Totals
Cash Balance 12/31/2022(audited) 1,208,861$        1,527,107.00$  199,677$          82,873$             114,574$             970,866$         61,528$           145,999$         5,773$             187,917$         4,505,175$               
Receipts January 2023 27,468$             58,776.62$       482$                 526$                  21,525$               26,688$           8,627$             850$                340$                145,282$                  
Ex. January 2023 66,860$             495$                 84,868$             162,914$             1,099$             323$                316,559$                  
Receipts February 2023 27,349$             37,000.03$       25,303$               31,499$           1,370$             990$                415$                123,926$                  
Ex. February 2023 83,785$             13,258.00$       33,638$               35,279$           2,020$             323$                31,440$           199,743$                  
Receipts March 2023 16,354$             52,057.77$       6,000$               21,802$               27,641$           433$                833$                395$                125,515$                  
Ex. March 2023 56,585$             114,396.60$     6,309$                 656,009$         1,285$             647$                835,232$                  
Receipts April 2023 97,366$             2,690.98$         180,000$           20,495$               24,160$           1,072$             743$                334$                326,860$                  
Ex. April 2023 75,326$             102,433.45$     22,394$               19,247$           1,653$             249$                28,800$           250,102$                  
Receipts May 2023 33,406$             17,453.32$       12,000$             21,560$               27,115$           1,124$             842$                406$                113,907$                  
Ex. May 2023 176,864$           32,936.20$       39,433$               31,815$           1,902$             282,950$                  
Receipts June 2023 457,748$           234,625.83$     21,477$            41,778$             28,129$               26,225$           1,558$             1,245$             336$                813,121$                  
Ex. June 2023 151,533$           134,647.30$     5,954$                 6,159$             1,211$             323$                3,000$             302,827$                  
Receipts July 2023 18,538$             58,576.04$       27,927$               26,257$           230$                1,429$             345$                133,301$                  
Ex. July 2023 87,497$             945.42$            19,823$               17,725$           7,120$             323$                4,320$             137,753$                  
Receipts August 2023 57,155$             151,110.12$     18,000$             34,979$               26,504$           58$                  1,597$             436$                289,840$                  
Ex. August 2023 142,564$           22,052.61$       33,260$               58,022$           1,649$             323$                257,871$                  
Receipts September 2023 53,287$             30,586.83$       12,000$             30,841$               26,186$           29$                  1,509$             378$                154,817$                  
Ex. September 2023 58,077$             244,024.41$     80,975$               35,541$           3,460$             323$                1,077$             423,478$                  
Receipts October 2023 -$                          
Ex. October 2023 56,042$             22,306.00$       70$                      339$                21,649$           100,406$                  
Receipts November 2023 -$                          
Ex. November 2023 -$                          
Receipts December 2023 -$                          
Ex. December 2023 -$                          

-$                          
Cash Balance 1,042,400$        1,482,984.55$  221,141$          268,309$           (57,635)$              353,005$         54,630$           156,035$         6,323$             97,631$           3,624,823$               



2023 CIP Breakdown Unallocated Admin Park Streets Fire Total
Beginning Balance -12/31/2022
Un-Audited $367,184.63 $76,663.85 $839,421.80 $239,878.27 $3,958.45 $1,527,107.00
January Sales Tax 25,672.76$      25,672.75$        $51,345.51
January Property Tax 4,052.28$          715.10$          $4,767.38
January Cable Franchise Fees 663.73$        $663.73
Meat Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
2022 Street Project Inspection (13,258.00)$       ($13,258.00)
February Sales Tax 16,909.93$      16,909.92$        $33,819.85
February Cable Franchise Fees 655.18$        $655.18
Park Dedication Fee 525.00$           $525.00
Meat Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
Seal Coating Engineering (555.00)$            ($555.00)
Plow Truck Chassis and Registration (89,004.45)$       ($89,004.45)
Radios (2,415.00)$     ($2,415.00)
Garage Heaters (5,800.00)$    ($5,800.00)
2022 Street Project Final (16,622.15)$       ($16,622.15)
March Sales Tax 48,239.03$      489.03$             $48,728.06
March Cable Franchise Fees 663.74$        $663.74
Park Dedication Fee 525.00$           $525.00
Aggregate Tax 140.97$             $140.97
Meat Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
Radios (2,449.45)$     ($2,449.45)
2023 Street Project Engineering (215.00)$            ($215.00)
Wheel Loader (88,379.00)$       ($88,379.00)
Trailer for Wheel Loader (11,890.00)$       ($11,890.00)
April Cable Franchise Fees 690.98$        $690.98
Meat Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
Seal Coating Engineering (1,045.00)$         ($1,045.00)
Garage Heaters (4,976.00)$    ($4,976.00)
Radios (26,415.20)$   ($26,415.20)
Park Dedication Fee 525.00$           $525.00
May Cable Franchise Fees 678.32$        $678.32
Wheel Loader Sale 14,250.00$        $14,250.00
Meat Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
Street project engineering (1,122.50)$         ($1,122.50)
Park Ball Field Shed (4,379.80)$       ($4,379.80)
Plow Truck Build Out (117,468.00)$     ($117,468.00)
New Mower (11,677.00)$     ($11,677.00)
June Cable Franchise Fees 669.08$        $669.08
June Property Tax 177,807.13$      56,149.62$     $233,956.75
Fire Hall Tables (945.42)$        ($945.42)
Local Government Aid 55,402.00$        $55,402.00
July Cable Franchise Fees 674.04$        $674.04
Center Point Grant 2,500.00$       $2,500.00
2021 Street Project Final (10,947.73)$       ($10,947.73)
2022 Street Project (Striping) (11,104.88)$       ($11,104.88)
August Sales Tax 66,632.83$      66,632.82$        $133,265.65
August Cable Franchise Fees 662.49$        $662.49
Aggregate Tax 1,181.98$          $1,181.98
Sale of Dump Truck 16,000.00$        $16,000.00
250th Street Overlay Share (202,995.41)$     ($202,995.41)
Plow Truck Accessories (940.00)$            ($940.00)
Radios (4,755.00)$     ($4,755.00)
New Salt Shed Doors (7,130.00)$    ($7,130.00)
Gravel Road Patches (23rd Ave. & 66th/205th) (23,304.00)$       ($23,304.00)
Street Patching (4,900.00)$         ($4,900.00)
September Sales Tax 13,966.69$      13,966.68$        $27,933.37
September Cable Franchise Fees 653.46$        $653.46
Mear Raffle Proceeds 2,000.00$       $2,000.00
2024 Street Project Engineering (22,306.00)$       ($22,306.00)

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Totals $367,184.63 $64,768.87 $996,361.24 $16,326.71 $38,343.10 $1,482,984.55

Unallocated - Reserved
Eagle Drive 17,912.00$     
215th Street 53,375.50$     
Trails (Sales Tax Specific) 191,000.00$   



2023 Spent/Received % of Budget Remaining Amount
Revenues Budget As of Sept. 29, 2023 Spent
General Fund $1,058,837 834,751$                            78.84% $224,086
Capital Improvement Fund $836,081 643,288$                            76.94% $192,793
Water Fund $272,547 266,358$                            97.73% $6,189
Sewer Fund $560,753 280,214$                            49.97% $280,539
Sewer Debt Fund $12,500 11,333$                              90.67% $1,167
Street Light Fund $4,500 4,057$                                90.16% $443
WAC/SAC Improvement Fun $89,508 276,304$                            308.69% ($186,796)
Debt Service $41,000 22,442$                              54.74% $18,558
Storm Water $55,000 14,456$                              26.28% $40,544
American Rescue Plan $0 #DIV/0! $0
Total Revenues $2,930,726 2,353,202$                         80.29% $577,524

Expenditures

General Fund $1,055,402 978,562$                            92.72% $76,840
Capital Improvement Fund $850,800 687,440$                            80.80% $163,360
Water Fund $260,772 334,478$                            128.26% ($73,706)
Sewer Fund $555,580 1,025,604$                         184.60% ($470,024)
Storm Water Utility Fund $36,009 21,946$                              60.95% $14,063
Street Light Fund $4,380 3,158$                                72.11% $1,222
WAC/SAC Improvement Fun $240,000 0.00% $240,000
Debt Service $36,795 495$                                   1.35% $36,300
American Rescue Plan 90,286$                              #DIV/0! ($90,286)
Total Expenditures $3,039,738 3,141,970$                         103.36% ($102,232)



General Fund
2023 Spent % of Budget Remaining Amount

Budget As of Sept. 29, 2023 Spent
Administration 384,294$             387,332$                         100.79% (3,038)$                              
Council 35,031$               24,683$                           70.46% 10,347$                             
Boards and Commissions 3,500$                 2,745$                             78.43% 755$                                  
Building Inspection 75,000$               154,529$                         206.04% (79,529)$                            
Elections 2,200$                 2,047$                             93.05% 153$                                  
Fire 226,521$             118,628$                         52.37% 107,892$                           
Streets 241,191$             212,052$                         87.92% 29,139$                             
Parks 87,666$               76,546$                           87.32% 11,120$                             
Total General Fund 1,055,402$          978,562$                         92.72% 76,840$                             
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MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 
Budget Workshop Meeting 

September 19, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The workshop meeting was called to order by Mayor Zenzen at 5:00 
PM.  

 
PRESENT: Mayor Zenzen, Council Members Backes, Hommerding, Coleman and 

Schmitz; Fire Chief Kramer, and Clerk/Administrator McCabe.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  None. 
 
BUDGET  
WORKSHOP: The proposed budget was discussed sheet by sheet.  Mayor Zenzen 

asked about wages for the  
 
ADJOURMENT: A motion was made to adjourn to at 7:15 by Mr. Schmitz, seconded 

by Mr. Schmitz.  Meeting Adjourned.  
 
Approved this 3rd day of October, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
Michael G. Zenzen, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
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