
 

 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2024 
7:00 pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order – Mayor Zenzen. 
2. Consent Agenda 

2A. Minutes of the November 12, 2024 City Council meeting. 
2B. Agenda 
2C. Bills Payable Receipts and Treasurer’s Report. 
2D. Tri – County Humane Society Contract 
2E. Other 

3. Sheriff’s Report 
4. Building Inspector’s Report 
5. Fire Department 
 5A. Monthly Report 
 5B. Other 
6. Open Forum -10 Minute Limit. 
7. Engineer’s Report 
 7A. Introduction of New Engineer, Chris Bunders 
8. Public Hearing –Truth-in Taxation and Adopting of 2025 Final Budget 
 8A. Resolution #2024-26, Adopting the Final Levy 
 8B. Adopt Final Budget 
9. Wastewater Pump Quotes 
10. Council Member Comments/Purview. 
11. Clerk's Report. 
 11A. Discuss Cannabis Ordinance  
12. Adjourn. 
 
REMINDERS: Thanksgiving Day, City Hall Closed, Thursday, November 28, 2024 
 Day After Thanksgiving, City Hall Closed, Friday, November 29, 2024 

Christmas Day, City Hall Closed, Wednesday, December 25, 2024 
 New Year’s Day, City Hall Closed, Wednesday, January 1, 2025 
 Regular City Council Meeting, Tuesday, January 7, 2025, 7:00pm 
 City Council Workshop Meeting, Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 7:00pm 
 



CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2024 
7:00 pm 

 
Administrative Summary 

 
Consent Agenda – The items are included in the packets. 
 
Sheriff/Building Inspector Reports – I hope to have these for the updated packets on 
Tuesday. 
 
Engineer’s Report – Moore Engineering will be changing our designated engineer from 
John Morast to Chris Bunders.  Tyson will bring Chris to the meeting on Tuesday to 
introduce him to everyone. 
 
 
Truth-in-Taxation Public Hearing – I have sent the proposed final budget to you 
separately.  The resolution adopting the final levy is included in the packet.  Some 
highlights on the budget and levy include a 15% levy increase, mostly to make up for loss 
in LGA and additional street project funding.  This increase will result in approximately a 
1.045% increase in our tax levy.  Our overall taxable value raised from $6,819,560 to 
$7,458,643 or a 9.38% increase in taxable value.  We will need separate motions to adopt 
the final levy and the final budget. 
 
Wastewater Pump Quotes – a quote to replace and a quote to repair the pumps at 
Kiffmeyer Park Lift station is included in the packets.  Chad will be in attendance at the 
meeting to explain and answer any questions. 
 
Clerk’s Report – Mike Couri wants to discuss what exactly we would like to see in our 
Cannabis ordinance and he is hoping to have the final proposed draft ready to be 
approved at our January meeting. 
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MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ST. AUGUSTA, MINNESOTA 

November 12, 2024 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Zenzen at 7:00 PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
PRESENT: Mayor Zenzen, Council Members Backes, Hommerding, Coleman and 

Schmitz; Stearns County Deputy Tim Meland, Fire Chief Kramer, Attorney 
Couri, Engineer Morast, Contracted Planner Caufman and 
Clerk/Administrator McCabe. 

  
OTHERS PRESENT:  Brent Genereux, Amy Brand, Mark Skaalerud, Paul Shea, Jill Shea, Mike 

Cramer, Tom Harren, Kathy Saar, Ron Saar 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: A motion was made to approve the consent agenda by Mr. Backes, 

seconded by Ms. Coleman.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 The following items were approved with the consent agenda: 
  City Council Minutes, October 21, 2024  
  City Council Agenda, November 12, 2024. 

  Bill Payable, Receipts and Treasurer’s Report dated November 12, 
2024 and for ePayments #25136e – 25157e and 
Checks #26081 – 26152. 

       
SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Deputy Meland presented the sheriff’s report indicating 44 hours were 

spent on the contract during the month of October.  He reviewed the call 
types and other points of interest.  He also presented the new contract. 

 
 A motion to approve the Sheriff’s report as presented was made by 

Mr. Schmitz, seconded by Mr. Backes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S 
REPORT: Mr. McCabe presented the October building inspector’s report indicating 

there were 13 permits issued during the month including one new 
commercial building, bringing the total new commercial buildings to three 
for the year. 

  
 A motion was made to approve the building inspector’s report as 

presented by Mr. Backes, seconded by Mr. Hommerding.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
FIRE DEPT. 
REPORT: Chief Kramer presented the September monthly report indicating there 

were 10 calls for the month bringing the total to 115 on the year as 
compared to 95 at this time in 2023.  Monthly training was done in house 
with an air management dodge ball training class.  MN Fire also held a 
pump training class and the 5th Monday had the EMR refresher. 

 
 A motion was made to approve the report by Mr. Schmitz, seconded 

by Mr. Hommerding.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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OPEN FORUM: Mike Cramer, a resident on Beaver Lake Road, was in attendance to 

discuss the Otta Seal project.  He stated he believed the job was done 
poorly and without quality control.  He stated he understands there won’t 
be a response on his comments this evening and he wants to know how 
this will be addressed in the future.  ___________, also  

 
 Paul Shea, 2511 Jewel St, thanked the council for the shelter at the dog 

park and indicated he wants to know what new amenities will be offered in 
the City. 

 
 Mr. Morast was asked about what we can do on Beaver Lake Road and 

indicated there is warranty and it will be addressed in the spring.  Mr. 
McCabe was asked when this road is scheduled to be fixed and indicated 
it was a trial trying to buy time until the priority comes to the top on this 
road.   

 
ENGINEER’S 
REPORT: Mr. Morast responded to a complaint on the Rice Contracting pit and 

presented a memo to the Council and City Administrator.  Mr. McCabe 
indicated he would share with both the complainant and Rice Contracting. 

 
 A motion was made to accept the engineer’s report by Mr. Backes, 

seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION #2024-24, CANVASSING 
THE MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION: A motion was made to approve Resolution #2024-24 by Mr. Backes, 

seconded by Mr. Hommerding.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 
ZONING ORDINANCE  
UPDATE: Ms. Caufman presented a memo with the recommendation on the 

comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance update.  She indicated all the 
changes discussed at the public hearing have been incorporated into the 
newest document and also presented the resolutions and ordinances that 
need to be adopted. 

 
 A motion was made to approve Resolution #2024-23, adopting the St. 

Augusta Comprehensive Plan by Ms. Coleman, seconded by Mr. 
Backes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 A motion was made to adopt Ordinance #2024-04, Adopting the St. 

Augusta Zoning Code by Ms. Coleman, seconded by Mr. Schmitz.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 A motion was made to approve Resolution #2024-25, adopting the St. 

Augusta Zoning Code by Mr. Backes, seconded by Ms. Coleman.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
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COUNCIL MEMBER 
PURVIEW:  Ms.  Coleman wanted to know if we could post to the community 

Facebook pages.  Mr. McCabe stated we are advised against it and even 
advised to turn comments off on any posts we make on Facebook. 

 
 Mr. Hommerding wondered about the parade insurance. 
 
 Mr. Hommerding stated the shelter has been started at the dog park. 
 
 Mr. Hommerding indicated he was a little disappointed the proposed 

power line will be going through the city just south of Emerald Ponds. 
  
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
REPORT: Mr. McCabe indicated he would be away from the office for the next three 

days on a mini vacation. 
 
  
ADJOURMENT: A motion was made to adjourn at 7:45 pm by Mr. Hommerding, 

seconded by Mr. Schmitz.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Approved this 3rd Day of December, 2024. 

 
 
 
__________________________________  
Michael G. Zenzen, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________  
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
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November 20, 2024 

 

 

Dear Municipal Administrator, 

 

Tri-County Humane Society’s animal impound partnership with local municipalities positively impacts 

the health, safety, and well-being of all members of our shared community. Thank you for seeing the 

importance of this partnership for the welfare of both pets and people. We look forward to our 

partnership with you in 2025. 

 

We understand how important reliable, effective, and efficient impound services are for you and the 

people you serve. We take pride in the services we provide and strive to continuously add process 

improvements. Below are a few updates to our services and fee schedule that we would like to highlight 

as we move into the new contract year: 

 

1. To make things more efficient for both you and our staff, rather than calling, we will inform 

designated authorities via email within 24 hours of an animal’s impoundment with the location 

found and animal information. Should you wish to dispute an animal impoundment (i.e. found 

location is outside of your jurisdiction), please email csm@tricountyhumanesociety.org within 

the animal impound holding period. 

 

2. We have added an additional fee of $500 for all bite quarantines. We would encourage you to 

follow the State of Minnesota guidelines and only require quarantines for animal-on-human 

bites, not animal-on-animal bites, and for animals with a known owner, that you allow them to 

quarantine in home or at their own veterinary clinic rather than bringing them to us. 

 

3. Animals birthed within the holding period of an impounded animal will be added to that animal’s 

intake and billed accordingly. 

 

4. See new fee structure for provided services. 

 

5. Trap, Neuter, Return (TNR) and Return To Field (RTF) programs have become widely accepted 

as an effective means of managing feral community cat colonies world-wide. Rather than 

impoundment, TCHS will be offering Return to Field (RTF) services to people struggling with 

outdoor feral community cat colonies on their property. This will include spaying/neutering, ear 

tipping, administering rabies and distemper vaccines, and returning the cat to their property. Cats 

may qualify if they are deemed feral, unsocial and healthy appearing. We will work with the 

person harboring the cats to arrange live-trapping and transportation to and from our shelter 

mailto:pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
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when feasible. If you would like to learn more about our RTF services for controlling feral 

community cat colonies in your municipality, or if you thought your residents would like more 

information about using this program, please reach out to TCHS for more details. *Please 

note: If a feral cat is trapped whose ear has been tipped, it has likely already been through an 

RTF program and has an outdoor "home." 

 

Please review the attached Agreement and sign and return it by mail or email to TCHS by December 31, 

2024. Handwritten edits to this contract will not be accepted. If you have any questions regarding the 

contract, please reach out to me directly. 

 

We appreciate your partnership as we seek to serve the people and animals of central Minnesota.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Kari Boehmer 

Customer Service Manager 

(320) 252-0896 ext. 22 

csm@tricountyhumanesociety.org 
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ANIMAL IMPOUND AGREEMENT 

 

This agreement is between the municipality of City of Saint Augusta and Tri-County Humane Society, 

effective January 1 - December 31, 2025. 

 

A. THE FOLLOWING IS MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY THE PARTIES: 

1. That Tri-County Humane Society (TCHS) agrees to: 

a. Provide an appropriate animal shelter with competent staff to adequately and properly 

house and handle impounded animals. The shelter shall be open to the public to 

receive inquiries regarding lost or found animals or to reclaim animals seven days a 

week (excluding holidays) during the hours of noon to 6:00 pm on weekdays and 

noon to 5:00 pm on weekends apart from alternate hours due to inclement weather. 

b. Receive and impound domestic companion animals found or legally seized within the 

municipality by the municipality’s community service officer (CSO), animal control 

officer (ACO), or other authorized municipal representative during the shelter’s 

operating hours. 

c. Receive and impound domestic companion animals found and verified to be within 

the municipality by private citizens during the shelter’s operating hours. 

d. Notify via email all designated municipal personnel of animal impoundment within 

24 hours of animal intake. 

e. Hold stray animals for up to five business days per Minnesota State Statute and 

publicize them upon intake on www.tricountyhumanesociety.org. 

f. Receive and offer bite quarantine services for animals without a known owner, or 

when the animal’s owner is unable to provide such services. Animals will be held on 

bite quarantine for 10 business days, plus 1 full business day to allow for reclaim by 

owner. 

g. Receive and hold seized animals for up to 10 business days per Minnesota State 

Statute, or longer upon request of a person claiming an interest in a seized animal, 

which request must be made within ten days of the date of seizure, TCHS agrees to 

hold seized animals for an extended period as deemed necessary per fee schedule 

below. 

h. Perform humane euthanasia as deemed necessary by TCHS’ licensed veterinarian. 

i. Provide proper and adequate shelter, food, water, and other humane care treatment for 

impounded domestic animals. 

j. Assess all impounded animals, vaccinate and de-worm all dogs and cats upon intake 

when feasible, and provide additional veterinary care within the shelter’s capacity as 

necessary. 

k. Handle all inquiries that are received by TCHS in respect to the impounded animals, 

keeping a log of lost and found reports and cross-referencing each list regularly to 

facilitate reclaims. 

l. Assume ownership for unclaimed impounded animals beyond the times provided in 

this contract (i.e. on the 1st day after stray or safekeeping hold is complete or on the 

2nd day after a bite quarantine is complete.) 

mailto:pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
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m. Invoice the municipality clerk quarterly (April, July, October, January) for 

impounded animals not returned to their owner per the schedule below. 

 

2. That the municipality agrees to:  

a. Deliver seized animals within the municipality to TCHS. 

b. Seek alternative veterinary care for animals if it is deemed beyond the capacity of 

TCHS or agree to humane euthanasia if deemed necessary by TCHS licensed 

veterinarian. 

c. Provide a list of names and email addresses of those who will be notified of animal 

impound within 24 hours of impoundment. 

d. Notify TCHS within the legal holding period of 5 business days for stray animals or 

10 business days for seized animals of any intake disputes. 

e. Pay TCHS quarterly within 30 days of receiving invoice for impound services per 

detailed fee schedule. 

f. Pay a $30 late fee to TCHS for any payments received after the listed payment date. 

 

B. FEE SCHEDULE* 

1. Stray animals held for up to 5 business days: $100 per animal (see cap on litters below) 

a. Additional $20 per day beyond the 5-day holding period 

b. Stray litters (3 or more) of puppies, kittens, or other animals under 10 weeks of age 

will be capped at $250 

2. Seized Safekeeping or Bite Quarantine animals held for up to 10 business days: $200 per 

animal 

a. Additional $20 per day beyond the 10-day holding period 

b. Additional $500 surcharge for animals needing bite quarantine 

3. Holding and disposal of animals who are dead on arrival (DOA): $75 per animal 

 

*Owners reclaiming their pet within the stray or seized holding period will be charged the 

impound fee per the fee schedule. These animals will appear with a zero balance on your invoice. 

 

C. TERM 

1. The term of this Agreement shall begin on the Effective Date of January 1, 2025, and end 

December 31, 2025, unless terminated sooner in accordance with the terms of this 

Agreement. 

2. Either party may terminate this Agreement for convenience at any time. Termination shall be 

effective at the end of the month following the party’s receipt of thirty (30) days written 

notice to the other party. 

3. Either party may terminate this Agreement if the other party is in breach of any material 

obligation contained in this Agreement, which is not remedied by the other party within ten 

(10) days of written notice. 

4. The parties may voluntarily terminate this Agreement at any time by mutual agreement. 

5. In the event of termination, the municipality shall only be responsible to pay for the services 

satisfactorily performed to TCHS to the effective date of termination, as described in the 

final invoice to the municipality. 
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6. Should any of the terms of this agreement need to be amended by Tri-County Humane 

Society, Tri-County Humane Society will provide a 30-day written notice. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties have caused this Agreement to be approved on the effective date 

above. 

 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY AUTHORIZED AGENT 

 

Signature: ___________________________ Title: ________________________ Date: __________ 

 

MUNICIPALITY AUTHORIZED AGENT 

 

Signature: ___________________________ Title: ________________________ Date: __________ 

 

MUNICIPALITY BILLING / CLERK CONTACT INFO 

 

Clerk of Municipality: _______________________ Clerk Phone Number: ______________________ 

 

Clerk Email Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Billing Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please list the names and email addresses of those who should be notified of animal impound intakes: 

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________ 

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________   

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________   

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________   

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________ 

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________ 

 

Name: ________________________________    Email: ______________________________________ 

 

mailto:pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org


Permits Issue_Date CONSTTYPE prmtsno prmtstr POLNAME App_Company Valuation
AUG24-000235 11/04/2024 Residential Siding 1657 FOREST GLEN JORDAN W KLASSEN INTELLIGENT DESIGN 18500
AUG24-000236 11/04/2024 Residential Alteration 1965 247TH PETER J SCHOENECKER PETER J SCHOENECKER 800
AUG24-000237 11/04/2024 New Construction 2526 JEWEL PROGRESSIVE BUILDERS INC PROGRESSIVE BUILDERS INC 275000
AUG24-000238 11/04/2024 Residential New Construction 2526 JEWEL PROGRESSIVE BUILDERS INC B&DPLUMBING ,HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 11650
AUG24-000239 11/04/2024 Residential New Construction 2526 JEWEL PROGRESSIVE BUILDERS INC B&DPLUMBING ,HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 10800
AUG24-000240 11/05/2024 Residential Alteration 4485 FARMDALE VICTOR C & ANNA MAE ELDRED H & S HEATING & A/C INC 2244
AUG24-000241 11/07/2024 Residential Alteration/Repair/Extension 6030 GALAXY ADAM A LUBERDA JENSEN ANDERSON CO 3750
AUG24-000242 11/12/2024 Interior Remodel 23633 66TH RED WILLOW PROPERTIES LLC JENSEN ANDERSON CO 24897
AUG24-000243 11/12/2024 New Construction 23633 66TH RED WILLOW PROPERTIES LLC CLEAN EARTH GEOTHERMAL 20000
AUG24-000244 11/12/2024 Sprinkler Installation 21917 53rd GREEN ACRE FIELDS Breth Zenzen Fire Protection 55000
AUG24-000245 11/14/2024 Interior Remodel 23633 66TH RED WILLOW PROPERTIES LLC RED WILLOW PROPERTIES LLC 125000
AUG24-000246 11/18/2024 Accessory Building 21917 53rd GREEN ACRE FIELDS CJB2 BUILDERS LLC 3900000
AUG24-000247 11/18/2024 Residential Fireplace 22682 STATE HIGHWAY 15 NORBERT J & LOIS I FISCHER OPIES GOLD HEAT N AIR 6763
AUG24-000248 11/20/2024 Addition 21592 TALON SAM THORSON WERSCHAY HOMES INC 100000
AUG24-000249 11/27/2024 Residential Gas Line 4111 228TH MATTHEW R HAYMAN AUGUSTA PLUMBING & HEATING 996





 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTA 
COUNTY OF STEARNS 
RESOLUTION # 2024-26 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL 2024 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2025 

 
 WHEREAS, the St. Augusta City Council intends to use sound budget and financial 
management practices, and adhere to Minnesota statute and rules regarding preparation and 
adoption of municipal budgets.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of St. Augusta, 
Stearns County, Minnesota, that the following sums of money be levied for the current year, 
collectible in 2025, upon taxable property in the City of St. Augusta for the following purposes: 
 
  Purpose: 
  General Fund       $950,000 
 Capital Improvement Fund      601,000 
 Total Regular Levy:      $1,551,000 
  Debt Service Levy     $   40,000 
 Total City Levy      $ 1,591,000 
 
 The City Clerk is hereby instructed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the County 
Auditor of Stearns County, Minnesota. 
 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of St Augusta 3rd Day of December, 2024. 
 
 
              

Michael G. Zenzen, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
       
William R. McCabe, Clerk/Administrator 
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