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Sec�on 33 - Mining and Extrac�ve Uses 

Subdivision 

33.01: Purpose 

33.02: Scope 

33.03 Administra�on 

33.04 Applica�on Requirements 

33.05 Performance Standards 

33.06 Land Reclama�on 

33.01 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Sec�on is to control mining opera�ons to minimize conflicts with adjacent land uses 

and to ensure that the mining area is reclaimed with a use compa�ble with the Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan and completely restored at the comple�on of the mining opera�on. 

33.02 SCOPE 

A. The opera�ons covered by this Sec�on shall be the mining, crushing, washing, refining, or 

processing of sand, gravel, rock, black dirt, peat, and soil and the removal thereof from the site. 

B. For the purposes of this Sec�on, mining shall not include the removal of materials associated 

with the construc�on of a building, the removal of excess materials in accordance with approved 

grading plans, plats, u�lity or highway construc�on, agricultural improvements within the 

property, sod removal and minor wetland impacts under 20,000 square feet of cumula�ve 

impacts (previous and proposed) that have received an approved "no loss" or "exemp�on" 

determina�on from the local government unit administering the Wetland Conserva�on Act, 

excava�ons of less than 100 square feet in area or one foot in depth, and excava�ons of 5,000 

cubic yards of material or less. 

C. For mining opera�ons that will last only one season, such as for road projects, the City may issue 

a temporary mining permit. Such a permit may include the placement of a bituminous hot mix 

plant and other accessory equipment. Said permits shall only apply if the mining site is to be 

opened, closed and reclaimed within one year. The Zoning Administrator may waive some of the 

informa�on required by division D. below in the case of a temporary mining permit. A temporary 

mining permit shall be administered as an interim use permit, and the Council may elect to not 

require certain performance standards required in this Sec�on as condi�ons due to the 

temporary nature of the opera�ons. 

33.03 ADMINISTRATION 

A. Permit Review: An interim use permit shall be required for all mining opera�ons. The City 

Council may also require a financial guarantee in a form acceptable to the City from the 

landowner to ensure that the condi�ons in this Sec�on are met. 

B. Portable asphalt and concrete mixing/batching plants are not allowed as an accessory use to a 

mining opera�on. 

C. Asphalt and concrete recycling facili�es may be allowed under a separate Interim Use Permit 

subject to condi�ons including, but not limited to, the following: 
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1. The Interim Use Permit for asphalt and concrete recycling facili�es may only be issued as an 

accessory use to an Interim Use Permit for mining opera�ons. 

2. A financial surety in a form acceptable to the City is established to ensure the removal of 

stockpiled recycled material. The amount of the financial surety shall be established by the City 

based on the volume of material approved in the IUP to be stored on-site. 

3. Processing of recycled material shall be done in compliance with paragraph D of this Sec�on. 

4. The maximum volume of material that either has been or will be recycled on the site shall not 

exceed 50,000 cubic yards at any one �me. 

5. The mine site shall have direct access to a County Road if an IUP for asphalt and concrete 

recycling is granted. For these types of opera�ons, no haul routes shall use City roads. 

a. Annual Cer�ficate of Permit Compliance. As a condi�on of any mining interim use 

permit, the property owner and/or applicant shall annually submit graphic and/or 

narra�ve informa�on on the mining opera�on demonstra�ng compliance with the 

approved interim use permit, progress on reclama�on plans, and related condi�ons. 

Said compliance informa�on shall be submiAed by February 28th of each year. The 

Zoning Administrator shall review the compliance informa�on and conduct a field 

inspec�on to cer�fy that the mining opera�on is in compliance with the approved 

interim use permit and the financial surety are adequate to complete the restora�on. 

The cer�fica�on shall be completed before mining begins. Failure to submit the annual 

compliance informa�on or viola�ons of the interim use permit may be grounds for 

revoca�on of the interim use permit. 

 

33.04 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

A. The following informa�on shall be provided by the person or agency reques�ng the interim 

use permit. All plans shall be prepared and signed by a licensed professional engineer. 

1. Name and address of all applicants, operator, and landowners. All these persons or 

en��es must also sign the applica�on form. 

2. The legal property descrip�on and acreage of area to be mined. 

3. The following plans of the en�re site and including all areas within three hundred fiDy 

(350) feet of the site. All plans shall be drawn at a scale of one (1) inch to one hundred 

(100) feet unless otherwise stated below. 

Plan A - Exis�ng condi�ons to include: 

a. Contour map (two (2) foot intervals). 

b. Exis�ng vegeta�on. 

c. Wetland delinea�on or no loss determina�on. 

d. Exis�ng surface water drainage paAerns. 

e. Exis�ng structures. 

f. Exis�ng wells. 

g. Observed or es�mated groundwater eleva�on in reference to a permanent 

benchmark established in an area within the proposed site but not disturbed by 

the mining opera�on. 

h. Legal property boundary. 
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Plan B - Proposed Opera�ons to include: 

a. Structures to be erected. 

b. Loca�on of sites to be mined showing depth of proposed excava�on. 

c. Loca�on of machinery to be used in the mining opera�on.  

d. Loca�on of storage of mined materials, showing maximum height of storage 

deposits. 

e. Loca�on of vehicle parking, access roads and local routes to truck routes. 

f. Mine staging/sequencing plan to show progression of excava�on. 

 

Plan C - End Use Plan to include: 

a. Final grade of proposed site showing eleva�ons and contour lines at two (2) foot 

intervals. 

b. Loca�on and species of vegeta�on to be replanted.  

c. Reclama�on staging plan. 

d. Proposed land use and development plan. 

4. A plan for dust and noise control. 

5. A narra�ve of the proposed mine opera�ons including a complete descrip�on of the 

proposed opera�on to include the type of material to be excavated, mode of opera�on 

and processing, site dewatering, opera�onal hours/days/months, es�mate of the annual 

total volume of material to be removed, es�mated site life or mine reserves in years, 

an�cipated types of equipment to be used on site, mode of transporta�on of product, 

an es�mate of the daily and peak daily number of vehicles accessing the facility, 

es�mate of dura�on of the mining opera�on, phasing, and approximate acreage of each 

phase, a �me schedule for reclama�on and any other per�nent informa�on to explain 

the request in detail. 

6. A descrip�on of haul routes to be u�lized in the opera�on of the facility including a map 

showing access routes between the property and the nearest arterial road. 

7. Hydrology report, unless waived by the city. 

8. A plan for groundwater quality protec�on shall be submiAed with the applica�on. The 

plan shall include a minimum of 3 borings showing depth to groundwater. If ground 

water is not encountered at a depth of 10 feet below the boAom of the pit floor, the 

applicant need not extend the boring any further. 

9. A descrip�on of site screening, landscaping, and security fencing. 

10. WriAen, signed and notarized agreement allowing the City and/or its assigns to enter 

the land at any �me for the purpose of (1) determining compliance with all applicable 

condi�ons imposed on the opera�on, (2)carrying out ac�vi�es covered by performance 

bond/other financial guarantees in the event the property owner/applicant does not 

comply with standards herein providing the City has sent a wriAen warning to the 

property owner/applicant at the address included in the permit applica�on or (3) 

providing emergency assistance. 

11. Any other informa�on requested by the city. 
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33.05 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

A. For mining opera�ons approved or amended aDer the date of adop�on of this Ordinance: 

1. Weeds and any other unsightly or noxious vegeta�on shall be cut or trimmed as may be 

necessary to preserve a neat appearance and to minimize seeding on adjacent property. 

2. Mining and extrac�on opera�ons shall be constructed, maintained, and operated to 

minimize, as far as prac�cal, noise, dust, odor, and vibra�ons adversely affec�ng the 

surrounding property. 

3. The mining opera�on shall be conducted and ended to minimize interference with the 

surface water drainage outside of the mining opera�on's boundaries. 

4. Safety fencing may be required around all or por�ons of the mining opera�on at the 

City's discre�on. 

5. Haul Roads: Haul roads shall have direct access to public 10-ton roads. The loca�on of 

the intersec�on of haul roads with any public roads shall be selected such that traffic on 

the haul roads will have a sufficient distance of public road in view so that any turns onto 

the public road can be completed with a margin of safety as determined by the City 

Engineer. All haul roads from mining opera�ons to public highways, roads or streets shall 

be paved or otherwise maintained to control dust. The intersec�on of mining access 

roads and public rights-of-way shall always remain free of mining/extrac�ve debris, 

sand, dirt, gravel, etc. 

6. Haul Routes: Haul routes on city roads shall be iden�fied and shall be in a manner that 

provides the closest proximity from a haul road to the nearest county or state road. The 

city road designated as the haul route must be constructed as 10-ton roads. If a road 

does not meet these requirements, the project proposer shall upgrade the roads at their 

sole expense. 

7. Screening Barrier: To minimize problems of dust and noise and to shield mining 

opera�ons from public view, a screening barrier shall be required between the mining 

site and adjacent proper�es. A screening barrier shall also be required between the 

mining site and any public road located within five hundred (500) feet of any mining, 

stockpiling, or processing opera�on. A viewshed analysis shall be submiAed with the 

applica�on including the development of a model of site-specific condi�ons such as 

topography, vegeta�on, equipment, stockpiles, and proposed site structures. Key view 

areas shall be represented through drawings, photos, cross-sec�ons, or other imaging 

methods. The screening barrier shall consist of berms of heights documented through 

the viewshed analysis to provide screening. In addi�on, vegeta�ve screening may also be 

used to supplement the screening, which if used which shall be planted with a species of 

fast-growing trees. The tree species must be approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

8. Operators shall u�lize all prac�cal means to reduce the amount of dust caused by the 

opera�on. In no case shall the amount of dust or other par�culate maAer exceed the 

standards established by the Minnesota Pollu�on Control Agency. 

9. Setback: 

a. Processing of minerals including recycled materials shall not be conducted closer 

than two hundred fiDy (250) feet to the property line, nor closer than five 
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hundred (500) feet to any residen�al or commercial structures on adjacent 

proper�es. 

b. Mining opera�ons shall not be conducted closer than two hundred (200) feet to 

the property lines shared with any residence or residen�al zoning district 

boundary exis�ng on the approval date of the mining interim use permit. 

c. Mining opera�ons shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to 

any property line, or within one hundred feet (100) feet of the right-of-way line 

of any exis�ng or plaAed street, road or highway, except that the City Council 

may permit excava�ng to be conducted within such limits in order to reduce the 

eleva�on thereof in conformity to the exis�ng or plaAed street, road or highway 

engineering plans. Side slopes of the mining opera�on shall conform with the 

site plan. 

d. The installa�on of berms and landscaping are permiAed within these setbacks. 

10. Appearance: All buildings, structures and equipment shall be maintained in such a 

manner as is prac�cal and according to acceptable industrial prac�ce to assure that such 

buildings, structures, and equipment will not become dilapidated. 

11. Hours of Opera�on: All mining opera�ons shall only be conducted between the hours of 

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays or 7:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays, unless 

addi�onal opera�ng hours are granted by the City Council at their discre�on in the IUP. 

Hours and days of opera�on may further be restricted via condi�ons of approval on an 

individual project basis. 

12. Mining Opera�ons Within the Shoreland District: Mining and processing opera�ons shall 

not be in the shoreland district. 

13. Mining Opera�ons Within the Floodplain or Floodway: Mining and processing opera�ons 

shall not be in the floodplain or floodway. 

14. Mining Opera�ons Near Water Table: No less than ten (10) feet of separa�on shall be 

maintained between the lowest grade mining at which mining is permiAed and the 

water table. The excep�on to this is that up to 20% of the site may be mined within the 

water table and at less than 10 feet separa�on if this is approved as part of the Interim 

Use Permit and follows the approved reclama�on plan for the site. 

15. Blas�ng/Explosives: Blas�ng is prohibited. 

16. Noise: The operator shall exercise its best efforts to control noise to minimum prac�cal 

levels. Backup horns, bells, strobe lights, and other warning devices shall be adjusted to 

the minimum level required by law Operator shall use broadband or white noise backup 

alarms on all its mobile equipment. 

17. Term of Permit: The IUP shall be issued for a term not to exceed 10 years. The operator 

may apply for a new IUP not more than eighteen (18) months prior to the expira�on of 

the original IUP and shall supply all informa�on required for a new IUP for mining as 

required by the ordinances in effect at the �me that the extension is requested. The 

operator may, however, apply at any �me for an amendment to an exis�ng IUP in 

rela�on to any plan or condi�on modifica�on except for the expira�on date of the IUP. 
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33.06 LAND RECLAMATION 

A. All mining sites shall be reclaimed immediately aDer mining opera�ons cease. Reclama�on shall 

be completed within one (1) year. The following standards shall apply: 

1. Within a period of three (3) months aDer the final termina�on of a mining opera�on, or 

within three (3) months aDer the abandonment of such opera�on for a period of six (6) 

months, or within three (3) months aDer expira�on of a mining permit, all buildings, 

structures and plants incidental to such opera�on shall be dismantled and removed by, 

and at the expense of, the mining operator last opera�ng such buildings, structures and 

plants. An extension may be granted for those buildings, structures, machinery, and 

plants required to process previously mined materials stored on the site. Security 

acceptable to the City shall be required. Such an extension may apply for only one (1) 

year, aDer which said buildings, structures, machinery, and plants shall be removed. 

2. No part of the reclama�on area planned for uses other than open space shall be at an 

eleva�on lower than the minimum required for gravity connec�on to sanitary and storm 

sewer. Provision for surface water run-off shall be made. All property shall be graded to 

properly drain. The peaks and depressions of the area shall be graded and backfilled to a 

surface which will result in a gently rolling topography in substan�al conformity to the 

land area immediately surrounding, and which will minimize erosion due to rainfall. No 

finished slope shall exceed twenty (20) percent grade. 

3. Reclama�on shall begin aDer the mining of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area to 

be mined or twenty (20) acres, whichever is less. Alterna�vely, a different phasing to 

reclama�on may be proposed in the applica�on which if approved by the City Council 

will be incorporated into the IUP. Once these areas are depleted of the aggregate 

deposit, they shall be sloped and seeded in compliance with the end use plan. 

4. Reclaimed areas shall be surfaced with soil of a quality at least equal to the topsoil of 

land areas immediately surrounding, and to a depth of at least six (6) inches. The topsoil 

shall be seeded, sodded, or planted. Such plan�ng shall adequately retard soil erosion. 

5. The finished grade shall be such that it will not adversely affect the surrounding land or 

future development of the site and shall be consistent with the end use plan. 

 

  


