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33.01 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Section is to control mining operations to minimize conflicts with adjacent land uses
and to ensure that the mining area is reclaimed with a use compatible with the Comprehensive Land Use
Plan and completely restored at the completion of the mining operation.

33.02 SCOPE

A.

The operations covered by this Section shall be the mining, crushing, washing, refining, or
processing of sand, gravel, rock, black dirt, peat, and soil and the removal thereof from the site.
For the purposes of this Section, mining shall not include the removal of materials associated
with the construction of a building, the removal of excess materials in accordance with approved
grading plans, plats, utility or highway construction, agricultural improvements within the
property, sod removal and minor wetland impacts under 20,000 square feet of cumulative
impacts (previous and proposed) that have received an approved "no loss" or "exemption"
determination from the local government unit administering the Wetland Conservation Act,
excavations of less than 100 square feet in area or one foot in depth, and excavations of 5,000
cubic yards of material or less.

For mining operations that will last only one season, such as for road projects, the City may issue
a temporary mining permit. Such a permit may include the placement of a bituminous hot mix
plant and other accessory equipment. Said permits shall only apply if the mining site is to be
opened, closed and reclaimed within one year. The Zoning Administrator may waive some of the
information required by division D. below in the case of a temporary mining permit. A temporary
mining permit shall be administered as an interim use permit, and the Council may elect to not
require certain performance standards required in this Section as conditions due to the
temporary nature of the operations.

33.03 ADMINISTRATION

A. Permit Review: An interim use permit shall be required for all mining operations. The City

C.

Council may also require a financial guarantee in a form acceptable to the City from the
landowner to ensure that the conditions in this Section are met.

Portable asphalt and concrete mixing/batching plants are not allowed as an accessory use to a
mining operation.

Asphalt and concrete recycling facilities may be allowed under a separate Interim Use Permit
subject to conditions including, but not limited to, the following:
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1. The Interim Use Permit for asphalt and concrete recycling facilities may only be issued as an
accessory use to an Interim Use Permit for mining operations.

2. Afinancial surety in a form acceptable to the City is established to ensure the removal of
stockpiled recycled material. The amount of the financial surety shall be established by the City
based on the volume of material approved in the IUP to be stored on-site.

3. Processing of recycled material shall be done in compliance with paragraph D of this Section.

4. The maximum volume of material that either has been or will be recycled on the site shall not
exceed 50,000 cubic yards at any one time.

5. The mine site shall have direct access to a County Road if an IUP for asphalt and concrete
recycling is granted. For these types of operations, no haul routes shall use City roads.

a.

Annual Certificate of Permit Compliance. As a condition of any mining interim use
permit, the property owner and/or applicant shall annually submit graphic and/or
narrative information on the mining operation demonstrating compliance with the
approved interim use permit, progress on reclamation plans, and related conditions.
Said compliance information shall be submitted by February 28th of each year. The
Zoning Administrator shall review the compliance information and conduct a field
inspection to certify that the mining operation is in compliance with the approved
interim use permit and the financial surety are adequate to complete the restoration.
The certification shall be completed before mining begins. Failure to submit the annual
compliance information or violations of the interim use permit may be grounds for
revocation of the interim use permit.

33.04 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

A. The following information shall be provided by the person or agency requesting the interim
use permit. All plans shall be prepared and signed by a licensed professional engineer.

1.

2.
3.

Name and address of all applicants, operator, and landowners. All these persons or
entities must also sign the application form.

The legal property description and acreage of area to be mined.

The following plans of the entire site and including all areas within three hundred fifty
(350) feet of the site. All plans shall be drawn at a scale of one (1) inch to one hundred
(100) feet unless otherwise stated below.

Plan A - Existing conditions to include:

Contour map (two (2) foot intervals).

Existing vegetation.

Wetland delineation or no loss determination.

Existing surface water drainage patterns.

Existing structures.

Existing wells.

Observed or estimated groundwater elevation in reference to a permanent
benchmark established in an area within the proposed site but not disturbed by
the mining operation.

h. Legal property boundary.
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10.

11.

Plan B - Proposed Operations to include:
a. Structures to be erected.
b. Location of sites to be mined showing depth of proposed excavation.
c. Location of machinery to be used in the mining operation.
d. Location of storage of mined materials, showing maximum height of storage
deposits.
Location of vehicle parking, access roads and local routes to truck routes.
f. Mine staging/sequencing plan to show progression of excavation.

@

Plan C - End Use Plan to include:

a. Final grade of proposed site showing elevations and contour lines at two (2) foot

intervals.

b. Location and species of vegetation to be replanted.

c. Reclamation staging plan.

d. Proposed land use and development plan.
A plan for dust and noise control.
A narrative of the proposed mine operations including a complete description of the
proposed operation to include the type of material to be excavated, mode of operation
and processing, site dewatering, operational hours/days/months, estimate of the annual
total volume of material to be removed, estimated site life or mine reserves in years,
anticipated types of equipment to be used on site, mode of transportation of product,
an estimate of the daily and peak daily number of vehicles accessing the facility,
estimate of duration of the mining operation, phasing, and approximate acreage of each
phase, a time schedule for reclamation and any other pertinent information to explain
the request in detail.
A description of haul routes to be utilized in the operation of the facility including a map
showing access routes between the property and the nearest arterial road.
Hydrology report, unless waived by the city.
A plan for groundwater quality protection shall be submitted with the application. The
plan shall include a minimum of 3 borings showing depth to groundwater. If ground
water is not encountered at a depth of 10 feet below the bottom of the pit floor, the
applicant need not extend the boring any further.
A description of site screening, landscaping, and security fencing.
Written, signed and notarized agreement allowing the City and/or its assigns to enter
the land at any time for the purpose of (1) determining compliance with all applicable
conditions imposed on the operation, (2)carrying out activities covered by performance
bond/other financial guarantees in the event the property owner/applicant does not
comply with standards herein providing the City has sent a written warning to the
property owner/applicant at the address included in the permit application or (3)
providing emergency assistance.
Any other information requested by the city.
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33.05 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

A. For mining operations approved or amended after the date of adoption of this Ordinance:

1.

Weeds and any other unsightly or noxious vegetation shall be cut or trimmed as may be
necessary to preserve a neat appearance and to minimize seeding on adjacent property.
Mining and extraction operations shall be constructed, maintained, and operated to
minimize, as far as practical, noise, dust, odor, and vibrations adversely affecting the
surrounding property.
The mining operation shall be conducted and ended to minimize interference with the
surface water drainage outside of the mining operation's boundaries.
Safety fencing may be required around all or portions of the mining operation at the
City's discretion.
Haul Roads: Haul roads shall have direct access to public 10-ton roads. The location of
the intersection of haul roads with any public roads shall be selected such that traffic on
the haul roads will have a sufficient distance of public road in view so that any turns onto
the public road can be completed with a margin of safety as determined by the City
Engineer. All haul roads from mining operations to public highways, roads or streets shall
be paved or otherwise maintained to control dust. The intersection of mining access
roads and public rights-of-way shall always remain free of mining/extractive debris,
sand, dirt, gravel, etc.
Haul Routes: Haul routes on city roads shall be identified and shall be in a manner that
provides the closest proximity from a haul road to the nearest county or state road. The
city road designated as the haul route must be constructed as 10-ton roads. If a road
does not meet these requirements, the project proposer shall upgrade the roads at their
sole expense.
Screening Barrier: To minimize problems of dust and noise and to shield mining
operations from public view, a screening barrier shall be required between the mining
site and adjacent properties. A screening barrier shall also be required between the
mining site and any public road located within five hundred (500) feet of any mining,
stockpiling, or processing operation. A viewshed analysis shall be submitted with the
application including the development of a model of site-specific conditions such as
topography, vegetation, equipment, stockpiles, and proposed site structures. Key view
areas shall be represented through drawings, photos, cross-sections, or other imaging
methods. The screening barrier shall consist of berms of heights documented through
the viewshed analysis to provide screening. In addition, vegetative screening may also be
used to supplement the screening, which if used which shall be planted with a species of
fast-growing trees. The tree species must be approved by the Zoning Administrator.
Operators shall utilize all practical means to reduce the amount of dust caused by the
operation. In no case shall the amount of dust or other particulate matter exceed the
standards established by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
Setback:

a. Processing of minerals including recycled materials shall not be conducted closer

than two hundred fifty (250) feet to the property line, nor closer than five
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

hundred (500) feet to any residential or commercial structures on adjacent
properties.

b. Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than two hundred (200) feet to
the property lines shared with any residence or residential zoning district
boundary existing on the approval date of the mining interim use permit.

¢. Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to
any property line, or within one hundred feet (100) feet of the right-of-way line
of any existing or platted street, road or highway, except that the City Council
may permit excavating to be conducted within such limits in order to reduce the
elevation thereof in conformity to the existing or platted street, road or highway
engineering plans. Side slopes of the mining operation shall conform with the
site plan.

d. The installation of berms and landscaping are permitted within these setbacks.
Appearance: All buildings, structures and equipment shall be maintained in such a
manner as is practical and according to acceptable industrial practice to assure that such
buildings, structures, and equipment will not become dilapidated.

Hours of Operation: All mining operations shall only be conducted between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays or 7:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays, unless
additional operating hours are granted by the City Council at their discretion in the IUP.
Hours and days of operation may further be restricted via conditions of approval on an
individual project basis.

Mining Operations Within the Shoreland District: Mining and processing operations shall
not be in the shoreland district.

Mining Operations Within the Floodplain or Floodway: Mining and processing operations
shall not be in the floodplain or floodway.

Mining Operations Near Water Table: No less than ten (10) feet of separation shall be
maintained between the lowest grade mining at which mining is permitted and the
water table. The exception to this is that up to 20% of the site may be mined within the
water table and at less than 10 feet separation if this is approved as part of the Interim
Use Permit and follows the approved reclamation plan for the site.

Blasting/Explosives: Blasting is prohibited.

Noise: The operator shall exercise its best efforts to control noise to minimum practical
levels. Backup horns, bells, strobe lights, and other warning devices shall be adjusted to
the minimum level required by law Operator shall use broadband or white noise backup
alarms on all its mobile equipment.

Term of Permit: The IUP shall be issued for a term not to exceed 10 years. The operator
may apply for a new IUP not more than eighteen (18) months prior to the expiration of
the original IUP and shall supply all information required for a new IUP for mining as
required by the ordinances in effect at the time that the extension is requested. The
operator may, however, apply at any time for an amendment to an existing IUP in
relation to any plan or condition modification except for the expiration date of the IUP.
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33.06 LAND RECLAMATION

A. All mining sites shall be reclaimed immediately after mining operations cease. Reclamation shall
be completed within one (1) year. The following standards shall apply:

1.

Within a period of three (3) months after the final termination of a mining operation, or
within three (3) months after the abandonment of such operation for a period of six (6)
months, or within three (3) months after expiration of a mining permit, all buildings,
structures and plants incidental to such operation shall be dismantled and removed by,
and at the expense of, the mining operator last operating such buildings, structures and
plants. An extension may be granted for those buildings, structures, machinery, and
plants required to process previously mined materials stored on the site. Security
acceptable to the City shall be required. Such an extension may apply for only one (1)
year, after which said buildings, structures, machinery, and plants shall be removed.

No part of the reclamation area planned for uses other than open space shall be at an
elevation lower than the minimum required for gravity connection to sanitary and storm
sewer. Provision for surface water run-off shall be made. All property shall be graded to
properly drain. The peaks and depressions of the area shall be graded and backfilled to a
surface which will result in a gently rolling topography in substantial conformity to the
land area immediately surrounding, and which will minimize erosion due to rainfall. No
finished slope shall exceed twenty (20) percent grade.

Reclamation shall begin after the mining of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area to
be mined or twenty (20) acres, whichever is less. Alternatively, a different phasing to
reclamation may be proposed in the application which if approved by the City Council
will be incorporated into the IUP. Once these areas are depleted of the aggregate
deposit, they shall be sloped and seeded in compliance with the end use plan.
Reclaimed areas shall be surfaced with soil of a quality at least equal to the topsoil of
land areas immediately surrounding, and to a depth of at least six (6) inches. The topsoil
shall be seeded, sodded, or planted. Such planting shall adequately retard soil erosion.
The finished grade shall be such that it will not adversely affect the surrounding land or
future development of the site and shall be consistent with the end use plan.
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